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DECEMBER 


Sohctd^ 

wors+ ^art o( soneohe -tell you d{>ou■^ 
-rt^eir vacrt-Hoh is -teyih^ -^o ^re-tehj you^rWAPPY 
•for -tV>en. Because ho ohe wah-ts -te Kear al5ou■^ all 

•4>e -fuh -H^ey DIDNT We. 



“H^e ohiy Vaca-hohs X wah-t -to Wr atoirt are 
ohes wKere •4>ih^s wehHWRONG. 'Thai w<xy, I 
doh+-feel tad for r»»ssih^ out. 

































Vslelt ry ^o+ Wk -from Vdcrt-Hoh; 

rthd WlieVe mt, i-f X couldVe s+oyed X 
WOULDVE. Btrl X didl^+KrtVe rt choice. 


A -few weeks -tkkis VdCA-Hoh wrtSh'+ eVeh 
su^^osed +0I-IAPPEN. vie were jus+ 

<x hornrtl PecemW^ ohd X was really lookih^ 
•forward +0 CKris+rias. 



Bui Mom ahd Pad were ^eHih^ all siressed oul 
ai)oul- every^kiV^ we ^>ad +0 do io ^ei ready -for 
lk>e holidays. Vie wereWAY fce^iihd oh decora-Uh^ 
lk>e Kouse^ ahd holkvih^ was ^oih^ lk>e way 1+ was 
su^^osed +0. 
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sure we couldVe ^crHeh our rtc+ +o|0e+Ker ih +tne 
•for CKris+mrtS. But ohe oh ad cane offA/ 
TOTALLY +unr\ecl our Kolidoys upside dowh. 



'Tl^e commercial was -for -d^is ^Uce called Isla de 
G)rales^ w^icK is wKere Mom ahd Pad weh+ -for 
-tV»eir Kohe^mooh. A*^d reasoh T khow -|f>a+ is 
because every -time ah ad -for ^Lce comes oh 
TV; -t^e -two of -d^em ^e+ all jcissy-faced. 


m 5t\ooch h 
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rntijces me uhcomfor+rttle (»l>ou+ Mom 

rthci P«»ci Wore -^ty Kod us kids. A*^d X wouldh+ 
HAVE +0 i-f Mom didr> + tredk out -tk>eir Koheymooh 
rtlturn every yeuir oh -d^eir ahhiversory. 



XKc hi0l^+ rt-fder od came oh^ Mom ohd P^d 
made ah ahhouhcemeh+. Xhey said +^¥ 1-115 
year; we were ^hhoSKlP C^ris+mas ahd all ^o 
+0 Xsla de G>rales ihs+ead. 


ViKeh I asked Kow we were ^hha ^e+ our ^-f+s 
+0 -¥>e resort; Mom said ¥>e tri^ASour ^i-ft. 


























X •4>oo0K+ souhded like XERRJBLE i<iert^ 

X WAS sur^risej PaJ was oh toArJ wi-4> i+. He 
oscrtlly doesh + like +o s^ehd a lo+ of mohey^ Ahd X 
WAS sure -ik^is resort was ^hhA cos+ FORTUNE. 
But \\t SAid Ke WAS sick of tk>e cold weA-tk>erj Ahd \\t 
WAh+ed +0 escA^e +o sorne^Uce WArm. 


FersohAll^^ X doh+^AVe a ^roi)lem wi-H^ cold 
weA-tk>er. Xh •fAc+, ^eherAlly s^eAkih^^ "ri^e worse 
i+ is ou+side; -rt^e ^A^^ier X An. 
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X -f^ured Mdhhy dhd Kodrick would rie +rtlk 
some sehse ih+o Horn ohd P«dj <»hd we d ^u+ a 
s+o^ +0 -riMS idea. Bu+ -d^ose ^oys wereh +Ary l^el^ 

a+ALL. 



So X K«»d +0 dcce^ ■d>‘*+ we wereh-I- ^hhrt KrtVe a 
hormrti CKris+mrtS rt+ l^ome. But wl^<»+ ^REALLY 
didh + like wc»s -rt^rt+ we l^dd -lE^LY +o -d^is ^Uce. 
I*d hever i>eeh oh (PLANE l>e-fore^ ohd I 
w<»sh +(TAzy (»i)ou+ idert o^ lockih^ myself ih a 

me+ol -k(i>e. 
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HoWy ELSEseemeci worried^ rthd -two 

weeks U-her^ oh a hi^Kt w^eh we sKould ve teeh 
Kdkh^ih^ our s-hxkih^s cihd si-Hih^ arouhd "d^e 
•fire wd-tcKih^ CKris+mos s^ddls^ we were ^ackih^ 
our sui-hidkses -for -tV>is isUhd ^e-fAWAy. 


MohcUy 


Vsle le-kl -^e Kouse orouhd 3*00 oh -tf^e morWh^ of 
CKriS-h^s E-Ve. Pdd was ^re-Hy u^-t-^K-t l)ecrtuse 
Ke W(»h-+ed 'I'o leave ah KouEARLIER^ btrl' Mom 
said Ke was i)eih^ ridiculous ahd we'd ^e+ +o -tk>e 
airport ih ^leh-ty of ■^ime. 


X-t was ohly ai>ou+ -tweh-ty decrees ou+side^ i>u+ 
Rodrick was already dressed for vaca+ioh. 
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1 + -h/nr^ej 0U+ PdJ wrts we sKoulJ ve le-f+ 
ertHier. A^^^reh-Hy^ CKris+mos £.ve is ohe of 
-rt^e i>usies+ -h^rtVel days of yoa^r, so fffi. roads 
were CHOKED wi-rf^ -families drivih^ +o see -d^eir 
rela-tives. A^^d hoWy really seemed -to i)e ih fffi. 
CKris+mas s^irH-^ ei- 4 >er. 


VJKai made •+V>i^r^^s a lo+ worse was wKeh i-t s+ar+ed 
+0 SNOW. Af^+er +K«»+/ -t^ih^s slowed +o a crawl. 
Mom ahd Pad s+ar+ed ar^uih^ over wKa+ +ime we 
sKouldVe le-f+^ ahd Pad almost missed +Ke exi+ for 
-ri^e airport. He Kad +o co+ across -H^ree lahes of 
-frafflcj wKicK didh + look easy. 























ViKeh we rertcKed -^e rtir^ort, -t^e n*ih ^rtrkiVv^ 
lo+ WAS -full. rTerth+ we K«»ci +o ^ark ih 
ecohory lo+^ wKicK was ^re+y -fAr AWAy. Pad said 
Ke*d dro^ rest of os off «+ -rf^e curt wiHt> oil 
•4>e lo^rt^e rthd +t>eh corne mee+ us o-f+er t>e forked. 


ViKeh we ^0+ +o •ikie ^sseh^er dro^-off Art/A, i+ 
WAS COMPLETE cKaos. vie •+ried +o uhlood our 
trt^S; tut -tk>e co^s werehT le+tih^ dhyohe s+o^ 
■for more -tk>Ah -rt^iry secohds. A*^d +W jos+ 
s-H^essed everyohe ou+ Ahd r^de -tk>ih^s worse. 













I KrtJ +0 ^e+ Wk ih -rt^e Vdh so I coolJKel^ Pdid 
wi-rt^ -rt^e rest of -rf^e OrdiVvArily^ tf»rtt kihj of 
tk»ih0 wouldVe i)eeh Rodricksjok^ W sihce Ke was 
dressed for ei^K-ty-de^ree weoti^eG Ke ^ot out of it. 

He wrts lucky too. ViKeh we ^ot to 

^rtte for -d^e ecohomy lot^ P^d couldv^ t rertc|\ 
ticket from Kis wihdow. So \\t made me ^et out of 
t^e car to ^rai) it. 


Uhfortuhatelyj X didr>*t hotice -d><*t ■^\ytrt was a 
^aht slusl^ puddle oh my side of -d^e car uhtil it 
was too late. 



After we ^arked^ we rolled our i>a^s to t^e 
hearest shuttle sto^^ wKicK wash’t a lot of fuh. 
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"IKe Si^h Srtid sKcrh+le tus +o r»rtih -fermihrtl 
come every +eh rWhirhes. Btrt -^trt was ho room -for 
us ih -rt^e tus sKel+er^ so we KdJ +o wdi+ otrkije th 


-t^e -freezjh^ cold. 



‘Xvft^rdy mihir+es weh+ ty wi-dvxrl- a rthd P^d 
s-h*r+ed ^e-Hih^ redlly dhxioos rttotrl -^e +ime. He 
Srtid we were jus+ ^hhA Kove +WALK +o 
-termihrtlj wKicK WAS ai>o(/+ a mie AWAy. 
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X wouldVe iried +o cohVihce Prtd +o W(»i+ d It-Hle 
loh^er, W ry sock was s+drhh0 +o +um +o ice, 
rthd X didh + wrthhc* ^e+ -fros+bi+e. 

Sure ehou^K^ ohce we ^o+ rtbou+ (X Kuhdred ■fee+ 
•from -d^e s|\el-fer, sKu++ie bus gulled ih+o 
^orkih^ lo+. vie -tried -to ^e+ -tk^e driver -to s+o^, 
bu+ Ke JUS+ blew r^K-t by us. 



So we RAN+0 -d^e sKu+tle s+o^, but we didh+ 
nrtke i+ back ih -hne. 
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How Prtd wds rertlly worried dtouf missih^ our 
•fli0K+. X +old Kii^ rTrtyl>e nissih^ -^10^+ 
wouldhtte -d^eWORST "d^iry^ +o ix/t \\t 

didh+seem +o i>e ih -t^e mood +o Kear wK«»+ X K«*d 
























By +ine we opf\ +o -terr»»>y*l, we were 

sortkih0 we+ dhcl miserdkl^le. So wKeh a ^icku^ 
-truck (»lwos+ W+ us ih -tk»e crossw«»lk/ i+ rnacle PacI 
REALLY dhd Ke le-t -tk>e driver khow. 



'l^^A-t•just made -tk>d!)Rl\/ERrnrtd/ ohd Ke |>ulled 
Kis -h'uck over dhd s+e^^d ou+ of Ws vehicle. 




























vie didh+s+tck rtroohd loh^ ehoo^K +o +c»lk 
over wi-d^ "H^is Vie roh ih -d^e 
o^^osi+e direc-Woh ohd i>lehdcd ih wi-rf^ some ^eo^le 
s+rthdih^ oh -tk»e sidewalk uh+il -d^e coas+ was clear. 



Pad +old me X coold learh a lessoh -from -d^is^ w^icK 
was +0 hever lose yoor -temper ahd do some-d^ih^ 
s^id. Birt X +ook away DIFFERENT lessoh— 
w|>eh HeF^eys ^e+ ih -trouble^ HeF-fleyRUN. 


The res+ of -tk>e Family was wai-Hh^ ihside -rt>e 
eh-+rahce +o -tk>e -terr»»hal. l^om wah+ed +o khow 
wKa+ +ook os so loh^; ahd Pad wah+ed +o khow 
wKy sKe Kadh+^o+teh ih lihe wi-ik> Mahhy ahd 
Todrick ahd Keld a ^lace For os. 
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+oolc Hv/eh-iy rmVurfes -for os +o ^e+ -t^rou^K 
-rt^e cKeck-th lihe. Bed wKeh Pad ^u+ oor i>i^ 
sut+crtse oh ■rt^e scdle^ ^ersoh <»+ cooh+er 
said i+ was +00 Keavy, ahd i+ was ^hha cost ex+ra 
PTOhey +0 eWk i+. 


Bi/t Pad said +i^e airlihe was ri^^ih^ i^s <yf-f ahd 
we wereh+^hha ^ive ah ex+rfeNJiCKEL. 

So we +ook some clo+^es ou+ of +^e soi+case ahd 
s+uffed -rt^en ih+o oor carry-oh U^s. 



By +^e +ine we ^o+ every 4 »ih^ sor+ed oo+; we 
Kad a \\<x\-f Koor +o ^e+ +o oor ^+e Wore oor 
•fli^K+ s+ar+ed i>oardih^. A'^d wKeh we ^o+ +o -d^e 
secori+y area^ i+ was a +o+aEDO. 
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^ere were -two lihes—ohe -for -families ah<i ohe -for 
tosihess travelers. 


X ^oess Paci ostrtlly ^e+s +o 

tusihess Uhe wKeh Ke -travels -for work^ so Ke 
dicih+seem -to l)e -too atoot i)eih^ s-hxik 
wi- 4 > res+ of us ih family Uhe. 







you ddd word ' •fdnily” +o Some-tfwVk^; 
you khow are opY^ i>e Wd. A^^d +rus+ 
r^R., XVe i>eeh +o ehou^K -frtrnily res+ourah+s +o 
khow wKa+ XVo +«»lkih^ c»i>ocrh. 



Vsle wdi+ed iV> +Ke secorHy lihe <x loh^ +ime; dhd we 
lihdiy nrtde i+ +o •frohi. 3 tr|- -tk>eh some kid <> 
•few rows i)eWhd us s+ar+ed ^ressih^ -d^e tu+tohs 
oh -rt^e ^oles -^^ 0 + Md ‘tfie Urriers io^e-rf^er. 
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All of sudcjeh; -rt^ere wos kee^ih^ -rt>e 

lihes se^(Jir<Ji-+e(l^ Ahci for d secohd^ ho ohe moved. 


Bu+ -ri^eh -rtv'h^sCOriPlUETELY fell d^drt. 






By -rt>e +ine securrty di^eh+s ^o+ oil zi^ 

i)drr;ers recohhec+ej^ we ehc(ecl d+ -rt^BACK 
of -^e lihe. A>^ci family wi-tf> -tf>e kid wKo caused 

rtll -rt^e -trouble was rt-+ -tfiFRONT. 

Mow Mom ahd Pad werREALLY s^ressed^ 
because our fli^K+ was su^^osed +o leave a-t ahy 
fwhu+e. Pad be^ed ohe of -tf^e securi-ty a^eh-ts 
-to le-t us ^o -to -tb>e f roh-t^ but Ke didh-t seem 
-too sym^a-tb>e-tic. 



X ■tb>ou^K+ we were ^oih^ -to miss our fli^|\-t; so X 
didh-t really see -tb>e ^oih-t of ^oih^ -rt>rou^K securrly. 
But Pad said some-times -rf^ey leave -tb\e ^a-te o^h 
uh-til -tb>e las-t secohd^ ahd we mi0K+ S-Hll make i-t. 
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vie -fihAiy ^0+ +0 -froh-t- of lihe^ dhd we ^tr|- 
our trt^s oh <x cohVe^or i>el+. "Ifieh we +ook off our 
coa+s dhci sKoes Ahd ^u+ -tf»em ih+o some ^Us+ic tihs. 



Hrthhy Srtw wK«+ "ifie rest of us were doih^^ ohd 
Ke s+rtP+ed +<»kih^ off-llScloi|>es^ +oo. Luckily^ 
Mom ho+iced ih +ime ohd s+o^^ed Kim before Ke 
could 30 rthy fur+Ker. 
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Mdhlry wdSh + -fihisKeci cAusih^ ^roi>lemS; -i^oo^K. 
A^^oreh-Hy^ Ke -rtvJU0K+ "ri^e cohVeyor i>el+ was 
some kihd oIRlDE^ Ahcl Ke was rcAlly u^se+ w^eh 

Ke -foohci OU+ -tk>A+ i-WASNT. 



1 ^^e i)eKiV>cl os were ^e-Hih^ -frusirA+ecl we 
wereh + movih^^ WWE were i)eih^ Kelci oy i>y 
^oy ih •froh+ us. \\t I^acI +o remove evety4>ih^ 
Ke Ka( 1 oh •4>a+ was PTe+A^ Ahd i+ was +Ajcih0 U'm 

FOREVER. 
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Rodrick told me -tk>ese mrtcUv»es cdh see -ik>rou^K 
ywr CLOTHES; Ahd "d^eh someohe checks a 
screeh +o make sore yourt ho+ +ryih^ +o she^k 
i>y wi-d^ civy^ih^ drth^erous. T coh say is X 
wooldr>Twrthh<»i>e-4>e^rsohwi-4>Tl-IATjoL 



X+ -brhs 00+ +k>e X-ray macKihe +^rt+ sees 
+k>roo^l^ yoor clones is ohiy -for ^rowh-o^S; ahd 
kids +k>roo^K«» me+al de+ec+or ihs+ead. S+ill; X 
washT ^hha +ake ahy cKahces. 




































Ohce we opf\ securi-ty^ we ^rrti)i)e(l our 

s+uf-f -from -tf>e cohVeyor i>el+ Ahci +ook of-f. Our 
^rt+e wrts Jowh oh -rf^e lower levels so we KoJ +o 
+rt|ce -rt^e escdU+or. 

vie couldh + eveh doTl-lAT wt+l^ou+ cousih^ a rnc^or 
^rotlem. Hrthhy s s+uf-fed ohimal ^o+ s^lc ih 
t)o+ton of escrtU+or^ ohd \\t K<»d +o ^ress -d^e 
'E'f^r^ehcy S+o^ i)irHoh so Hom could ^ull I’-t free. 
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PdJ cKeckeJ Ws ohj said we rTi^K+ s+ill 
make (+^ so we rah -for our ^d+e. 



But -tk>e wds dll -rt^e wdy d+ -^^e a4>er ehj 
of -ik»e -terrWhdl; dhd we khew we couldh + ndke i+ 
ih -hme oh foot. 


Jus+ -rt^eh^ d cdr+ for K«»hclicd^^ecl ^dsseh^ers 
cdme dloh^; dhd Pdd s+o^^ed i+ dhd dsked 
driver if we could l^i+cK d ride. 'IKe res+ of us ^o+ 
oh todrd Wore sKe could Sfxy ho. 
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A'f'fer i+ wdS Srioa4» Srtilih^. 1Ke -fermVvJil 
wrts ^re-Hy crowded^ W moved out of our 
wrty wKeh -d^ey Keard us comih^. 



'The driver dro^^d us off d+ our ^o+e^ W -d^e 
door was CLOSED. X *^^ 00 ^ 1 ^+ medh+ we 
had missed our flight ahd we could +urv\ arouhd 
ahd ev^oy a Wee Chris+mas £.ve a+ home. But i+ 
•tury>ed ou+ -ihe fli^h+ waDELAYED^ so all •+ha+ 
s+ress was for ho^ih^. 
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redsoh -rt\e wds deUyed wds Wcduse of 
■rt^e i)dd wed-tf>er; A>^d i+ was ^ohhd i)e dhod^er 
WOUR before we ^ oh ^Idhe. Vie looked 
•for d ^Idce +0 si+ dowh ih -d^e todrdih^ dred^ i)u+ 
^^le were Ko^lh^ sed+s. 



Hon +old ne -d^d+ ohce we ^o+ oh ^Idhe^ 
we'd te ih dir for dtocrt six Kours^ wU'cK wds 
hews +oME. X dsked Ker for some nohey^ dhd X 
i)ou^K+ A couple of nd^dziheS; some shdcks^ dhd 
Kedd^Whes d+ d s^>o^ hedr otx" ^+e. 

Xhe ohly -rt^ih^ X heeded s+ore didh+K^ve 

WdS SOCKS. Hy ri0K+ sock WdS S+ill SOdkih^ we+ 
fron s+e^^ih^ ih -tf>d+ ^uddle^ so X weh+ ih+o -d^e 
i>d-4(roon +0 wrih^ i+ oir|- ih sihk. 
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VsIKeh X wdiS dohC; ry sock was s-|flI>AriP; dhd 
X really didh+wahha ^u+ i+ Wk oh ry -^00+. 'Tf»e 
i)a-tk>room l^ad ohe of -t^ose Ki^K-^owered Kahd 
dryers^ ahd 'ri^a+ ^ve r^e ah idea. 



X cooidh+wai+ +0 tack l^ome ahd start 

makih^ soTTenONEY oh tkiis idea. X -figured X 
coold rnake aKILLENGoh raihy days. 



IS 















ohly ^rotlem Jryer ih -rt\e 

airport i)rt-rt^roof>> W(ks -^^0+ i+ was a li+HTOO 


V\y sock s+ortedSMOKlNG^ ohd ■^tY\ i+ weh+ 

FLYING. 



I JedJed 1*4 jos+ ^e+ <x hew ^dir of socks d+ -rt\e 
resort; Wcrtuse +Kere wds ho v/<xy X was ^hho 
wedr sometkiih^ X +o fisK out oFDRiNAL. 

ViKeh I crtrie Wk -from tk>e restrooro; t^^ey were 
rnrtkih^ dh rthhoohcemeht at oor ^o+e. 








I -f^ured were reddy +o s+dr+ toordih^ 
^UhC; W -rf^ey were Just le-Hih^ os khow -rf^ere 

wds dho 4 »er DELAY. 


A'^d i+ weh+ oh like -for res+ of 
ddy. A^^«»reh-+ly^ -H^is s+orm was cdusih^ ^rotlems 
everywhere; dhd -the ^Uhe we were so^^osed +o 
•fly Ctrl’ oh wds s-hxik od somOTWERdir^orl-. 


X wds s+dr+ih^ +0 worry -lh«»+ my elec-lrohic device 
wds ^hhd roh ou+ of^juice while X wds oh -lhe 
^IdhC; so I looked for d ^Idce +o chdr^e i+. Bu+1 
^uess everyohe else wdS -ihihkih^ "lhe Sdme -lhih^. 
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olr\\y dVrtiUble ou-He+ wrtS ih rth dwkwrtrd ^Irtce. 
Bu+ wKeh yoor W-Hery is «+ \. 5 %, you ^o+to do 
wKrt+ you ^o++rt do. 



Our ^Uhe -fihrtlly arrived a+ -d^e ahd all -ri^e 
^sseh^ers wKo were oh i+^ot of-f. But i-f -flyih^ 
is su^^osed +0 tdFUN^ yoo*d hever khow i+ -from 
•4>e way -H^ese ^^le looked. 
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'The d^eh+ ^o+ oh loojs^edlcer dhj 
SdiJ we cl W Wrdih^ shortly. Theh she said our 
•fli^h+ was "overlooked/” ahd "ihey heeded a -few 
Voluhteers +o ^ve u^ their sea+s. 


She said thot- whoever VoluhteerecFiRST would 
^et- three huhdred dollars ahd a -free hi^h+ at- the 
airport hotel. 


I didh t- heed +0 hear aho+her word. I ^0+ 

+0 the desk Wore she'd eveh -fihished with her 
ahhouhcerTeht- ahd said X was her ^uy. 



Uh-fortuhately/ Horn wouidh iLET me Voluhteer^ 
ahd hoWyELSEste^^ed u^j either. 
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So +Ke ihcredsed +Ke of-fer -I&IVE 

Kohdreci dolUrs^ ahd somt worirth sha^^ed i+ 
ri0K+ X Jos+ Ko^e sKe eir^oys s^ehdih^ 



Af+er "tVie c»^eh+ modANOTVlER 

rthhouhcemeh+. S|\e said "d^e ^11^1^+ crew oh 
our ^Uhe Kad worked +oo rnahy Kours i)ecause 
of all -^le delays^ ahd we Kad +o wai+ for a 
REPLACEMENT crew +o come ih i)efore we could 
+ake off. 

How everyohe a+ our ^a+e waMAD^ i)ecause wKa+ 
was su^^osed +o i>e ah early fli0K+ was +urhih^ 

ih+o ah OVERNIGHT ohe. 
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VsIKeh -t^e hew crew -fihrtlly arrived^ -^ty 
didh + look +0 ke -d^ere. 'Tkrt+s ^roWtly 
Ucrtuse -rt^ey were ex^c-hh^ +o s^ehd C^ris+me»s £.ve 
rt+ HQ^E^ so I khewEXACTLY Kow -^ty •fel+. 



-ri^e crew ^o+ oh Wrd/ -^ty s+ar+ed le-Hih^ 
^dsseh^ers oh -d^e ^Uhe. Hy •family ^o+ +o ^ 
•firsts Wause -rf^ey le+ ^^le wi-tki youh^ kids toard 
Wore ahyohe else. Bert ^a-te a^eh-t s+o^^ed me 

a-t -d^e door. 












SKe Sdid ry crtrry-oh was +oo +o •fH' ih 
oVerKertd so i+ l^«»d +o ^ dowh i>elow W(-d> 
-rt^e rest -ri>e lu^d^e. 'Tfirti was -fihe wi-WE^ 
i>ecc»use X didh+wcih+ +o deal wi-4> ry i>rt^ oh -^Vve 
^Uhe rth^oy. 


ViKeh X ^0+ oh toard^ X wos ^re-Hy impressed. 
Xhe seo+s were oLOT ti^er • 4 >*h X ex^c+ed/ 
dhd "t^ey were covered ih redl led-^er. 



X Asked Mom wK<»+ row we were ih^ W sKe said we 
heeded +o kee^ r»oVih^. SKe said •ifkis wexs -^le ■firs+- 
cUss sec-Hoh; Ahd our sert+s were itCONQMY. 
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Bui lf>e ecohory sec+bh wASh-HALF as hice as 
•firsl cIass. scA-^s were ^Acked -ho^e-rt^eG W 
■^ty i>Arey KacI AVy cosl^bhih^. 



Mom SAid our seA-l-s were lowArd -tk>e m’ddle of 
-tkie ^Uhe^ so we KeAcled -tk»ere. Bui PAd 
Wk th -firsl-clASS seclioh. SAid Ke ^0+ 

UPGRADED WcAuse of aII Ws •fre<|oeh|--flier m 1 es 
Ahd 'f{v 3 d Ke'd ca+c|> 0^ wilV> us A^ler we Uhded. 
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Hon didh + seen (*l)ou+ -t^is hews. SKe Srtid 
1+ wdSh*+ -fcxir -for Wn +o U ih -first cUss wUe we 
were ih ecohony^ so sKe said we'd oil talcFURNS 
si+tih^ ih Prtd's seat dorih^ -d>e -fli^Kt. 


Bert Prtd Srtid rest of us wereh-t ex^eriehced 
travelers like Kin^ ohd we wouidh-t eveh khow Kow 
to ACT ih -first cUss. 



Luckily; tViere were o4>er ^sseh^ers tryih^ to 
i>oftrd; so Hon rthd Pod couldht^et ihto <x -full- 
i>lowh or^uneht rj^Kt tf»ere ih tV>e aisle. Pad sat 
dowh ih |>is seat; ahd we weht to -fihd ours. 


The rest of us were all ih tLe sane row. Hon; 
Fodrick; ahd Hahhy sat oh ohe side of tLe aisle; 
«»hd I Krtd tfie niddle seat oh thQTLIER side. 
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Rotirick -tried -to ^e-t me -to swi-tcK wi-tk» Wm so Ke 
didh+We -to si-t i>y Hdhiry^ i)u-t X was 
ri^K^ wKere X was. X didh-t We a wKole lo+ of 
le^ roomj W or4>er -tV»ah -d^a-t^ i-t wash-t so Wd. 


All -ti^e o4>er ^asseh^ers Wrded a-f+er us^ ahd 
^eo^le seemed ^re+ty s+ressed +o ^ei -H^eir 
s-krf-f ih-to -tV>e oVerWd tir^. So X was ^lad -^ty 
-took MY ta^ a-t -t^e ^a-te. 



'^'^tryoyyt ^trt away -tk>eir {>a^s ahd sa-t dowh ih 
-tk>eir sea-ts. Xhe ^ilo+ made ah ahhouhcemeh-t -tf>a-t 
-tk>e doors were closih^^ ahd sea-ts -to my le-f-t 
ahd ri^l^-t were s+ill em^-ty. 
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X couldh+Wlieve my luck. As sooh as we +ook 
of A I wrts ^ohhrt stre-h:K ou+ across all -H^ree 
sea+s ahd ^e+ ryself a ^ood W^l^Vs slee^. 


X+ was eVehBE 1 I bR Hf»ah i)eih0 ih firs+ class. 


























I dijh+"rt^ese ^eo^le would i)e ih ry row^ 
Ucrtuse -rt^ere were ohlyTWO ero^-y sea+s. But 
-ri^e Ui>y sa+ ih Kis mo4»er LAP. 



See; i-f X were ih c^r^e o/ -t^e dirlihe; i^e rule 
would W ohe ^rsoh ^r set*+. Because i-f -lV>is 
couple K«»d TWINS; i+ wouldVe Weh com^le+ely 
out of Krthd. 


I (»sked "ri^ese ^oreh+s i-f ohe o^ -d^em wdh+ed +o 
swi+cK sert+s wi-d^ rne so -^ty could te hexi +o ertcK 
or4>er. But -ri^e mo4>er said sKe liked wihdow; 
rthd Ker Kustwkhd s«id Ke liked +o te oh Aisle. 
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A-f+er -rt\e ^ilo+ cdme oh -rt\e ih+ercon. 
He Srtid -ri^rt+ te-fore we +ook o(-f, -rt^ere’d i>e <x 
trie-f 9x-ff\y video -b sKow us Vf\vid +o do ih cdse o( 
dh emer^eVKy. 

X wds direddy hervous di>ou+ -flyih^ +o te^ih 
wi-4>; <»hd I didh + like Kedrih^ -tViere i>e dh 

"emer^ehcy.” So w|>eh -^^e Sd-fe-iy Video ^Uyed/1 

^id ATTENTION. 


But ds -fdr ds T could +elL T wds ohiy ^rsoh 
wKo DID. E-Verybody else con^le+ely iuhed out. 



be^ihhih^ o^ -d^e Video wdS Just bdsic s+ufT 
like Kow +0 -fds+eh d sed+bel+. 
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Bui d-f+er |■Kd+^ il" ^oHBERIOUS. 


1 ^^e Video s hdiTd+or Sdid i-f -ri^ere wds d 
"loss ih cdi)ih ^ressurcj” oxy^eh mdsks would dro^ 
•from lV>e ceilih0. VJelt X doh + khow wKrt+ "cdi>ih 
pressure” is^ W X did'r\'l‘ like ^ledrih^ we 

m^K+ LOSE i-l. 

Xhe ^^le ih lV>e Video didh + look WKered 0+ 
ALL wKeh iV^e oxy^eh mdsks dro^^d dowh^ 

Xh -fdcl-j lk>ey looked kihd olflAPPY 

di>oul i|-. 



Xheh ifie Video ^o+ eVevWORSE. Xhe hdrrd+or 
Sdid ih cdse of^ d "wdler Uhdih^/’ we*d heed 
+0 eVdcudle li^e ^Uhe. 


^2 



How X wrtsREALLY -frertked o(/+. X ■tkyoo 0 K+ 
■rt^e wKole ^oih+ of dh dir^Uhe wds ■rt^d+ i+ wds 
su^^o^d +0 s+dy ih AER. 


Sd-fe-ty video Sdid Hkiere were emer^ehcy exi+s 
oh -d^e ^Idhe dhd 'f{\t ^^le si-Hih^ ih exi+ 
rows woold heed +o o^eh -^e doors so everybody 
could ^e+ out. 



'T}>e emer^ehcy exi+ wdS ohe row beWhd rne^ dhd 
I redlized +b>e ^eo^le si-Hih^ ffitrt wereh+^yih^ 
d-Heh+bh +o Video d ALL. So X 30+ Aen 

+0 ^u+ dowh +b»eir md^zihes dhd lis+eh u^. 
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'The (»++eh(lrth+s Jtdh+seem i>crrt\erecl -ih>d+ 
ho ohe wrts wo+chih^ ‘thye Sd-fe^y Vtcieo. X -figured 
-thiey ^roUtly hdd -rt^eiVOWN exi+s, so i-f -rt^ere 

wds dhy 'trot»i>lej X was ^hhd -follovyri-lEr^. 



'The Video showed “ihe ^Idhe ih -the wd-+er wrth 
ih-fid-hihle slides comih^ of-f -the emer^ehcy exi-ts. 
A'^d “they dc-tudlly mdde i-^ loo^UN. 

























^eh -t^e Video said oor sea+ cosKiohs doubled as 
"•flo+a-hoh devices/’ ahd eacK ohe Kad a wKis^e 
a++acKed +o i+. V4ow X l^ad <^ues+iohs^ so X 
pressed bu+toh above ry sea+ +o ^e+ -d^e 
a-Hebdahi +o come over. 

VlKa+1 wah+ed +o jcirv?w was^ i-f we lahded ih 
sKarlc-ih-fes+ed wa+erS; would i+ really be sucK a 
^ood idea +o blow -d\e wb>is+le? X+ -felH- -l^E 
like we’d basically be ihvi-+ih^ +Ke sharks over -for a 
■free luhcK. 



Xhe -fli^Ki a-Hehdah+ said I did^r^’+ heed +o 
worry^ because all +Ke sea+ cusWohs were coa+ed 
wi-tbi sKark re^elleh+^ so -tb>ey wouidh+eveh come 
hear us. 
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I wrts ^rtHy +o Kear W how I’m 
wohcierih^ i-f Ke wds ^ullih^ ry le^. 

I cioh’+ redlly ^e+ -^l^e ^oih+ wl^is^es^ 
•4>ou0l^. IVs ho+ like dhyi>o«iy s ^hhd |\edr -H^em 
i-f you’re ih -ik^e mddle of oceah. 


A'^cl i-f you’re lucky ehou^K +o K«*ve d cruise 
^<*55 ky^ i)elieve meJTl-lOSE^uys dreh’+ 
s+o^^ih^ +0 ^ick you u^. 






A-f^+er -rt>e st»-fe-ty vicjeo wds over; I ^61+ 
exKrtos+eci; ohj we +eveh +c»|cevOFF ye+. 

rt -few secohjs U+ef; -rf^e ^Uhe s+rtf+ed rollih^ 
dowh -rt^e +<»rrT<»C; ahd ‘rt>e hex+ I kheW; we 
were ih •4>eAlR. 




XV»» ho+^hhrt lie—X K^d ry eyes sKu+ dorih^ 
wKole +dkeo/f. A'^d X di'dri + eVeh rertlize X 
WrtS KoldiVi^ ry i)rert-tk» oh+il X rtlr»oS+ ^rtSSed otrl". 


Ohce we leveled couple Si++ih^ ih my row 

s+arted -feedih^ ‘rt^eir Uty. 
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X wrts ALREADY hao^ous -from -t^e +rtkeaff^ rthd 
-tkie smell of musKy ^e<»s didh+l^el|) 



X ■lk>ou^K+ X mi0K+ Ac+urtiy -d>row u^, W X 
di'di^Y khow wW +cDO. Xheh X i^ced +Kis 

wW+e ih -rt^e seat ^ocke+ ih froh+ of me^ 

rthd X figured ocrt -tkiaVs exAc+ly iH^OR. 








-^110^+ d++ehcldh+ rtirertdy seemed dhhoyed wiHf» 
me^ so X khew Ke wooldh+i)e +oo 

i-f X Kdhded Kim a of Vomi+. 



SomeKow X mrthrt^ed +o ^e+ -d^roo^K "tKe -feedih^ 

wi-tKoot -iKrowih^ u^. Bu+ X wisK X coold say -tKe 

same -tKi^>3 -for -tK^ABY. 



A-f'ter -iKe lady cleahed i+ sKe reacKed ih+o 
Ker Ka^ ahd ^Ve ^Ke Kai>y a cookie of toys +o 


^lay wi-tK. 









Ohe o( +oys was a ^Ias+Ic \\<xrr'itr. A*^tl <*5 
sooh AS ijA^y ^0+ -H^a+ ih i+s l^Ahci; i+ 

s+Arted ^ouhdih^ oh -d^eWlNDOW. 



XVe KeArd ■i^A+ i-f a wihdow oh a ^lAhe trcAks, 

every4>ih^ ihside ^e+s suckedOUTSlDE. Ahd 

■tk»A+ didh + reAlly like a ^ood wtxy +o ^o. 



So wKeh -rf^e Udy s l^eAd was +urhed^ I swiped "tkie 
^Amner -from -ri>e kAi>y Ahd "h/iked i+ uhder ry seA+. 
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Uh-for+uhrt-tely; se+ -t^e Ixnty cff-f. 



X+ 'h>rr»s oiA hoWy likes <x cryih^ oh o 

^Uhe^ rthd everyohe s+rtr+ed sKoo-hh^ us diriy 
looks. Luckily, -tk>e udy Kod a to+tle ih Ker i)d^, 
<*hd <^uie-fed kid dowh -for a w|\ile. 


X we»s ^e-Hih^ kihd o( Kuh^ry mysel-f, so X 
pressed "rt^e tu+toh -for -rt^e ^1(0^+ ci-Hehdrth+ ohd 
rtsked wLeh we could ex^ec+ +o ^eFED. But |\e 
Srtid rneols were ohiy -for -Tirsi-ckss ^wjsseh^ers, 
rthd Ke ^rtVe me a o^ ^erthu+s +o Kold rne oVer. 
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'Thrt+ S wKeh I rememWei shAcks I*cl 1>OO0K+ 
U-fore we ^p+ oh ^Uhe. BuTHEN I 

rerTenWed 'rt^A+ were ih my cArry-oh i)A^; 
wKic^ WAS s+owed dowh i)elow. 

II ^uess Mom mus+Ve teeh -d^ihkih^ Atotrt -foodj 
+00. BecAuse as sooh as ^ilo+ SAid we K<*d 
reAcW our "crusih^ Al++ude” Ahd we were -free +o 
move Ai>ou+ -d>e cAkih^ Mom uhkuckled \\tr seA+bel+ 
Ahd weh+ u^ +o •ftrs+ cIass wi-d\ MAhhy^ jus+ ih 
+ime -for dihher. 



X ■fel+ some+^ih^ cold Ahd cUmmy +oucK my left 
eli)0W; Ahd 'ikveh someHk>ih^LSE+oucKed my 
RIGMT ohe. TKe ^uy WWhd me ^Ad +Akeh of-f 
Kis sKoes Ahd &K:ks Ahd slid Ws -feet -d^rou^K 
-tkie s^Aces i)e-h\^eeh -rf^e seA+s. 
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So X -|^is ^uy deoded i+ wd©K+o m> 

ARMRESTS <*sKis FOOTRESTS. 



T WAS s+drtih0 +0 Feel Wed rthd 4 veh -d^e 
^rsoh ih -tVie sead ih Froh+ oF rne -hl+ed Kis se«»+ 
dll -rt^e WAy Wk^ so 1+ wds jus+ d Few ihcKes From 
my Fdce. 



T ^fted +0 -h'l-lMY sed+ Wk^ W X couidh + Fihd 
-tF»e i)u++oh +0 do i+. 
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So X crtlled +Ke d++eh(irth+ rthd rtsked Kim 
wKere -tKe Ku+toh w^s. Bu+ Ke +olcl me -tKe seo+s 


ih our row didh + -hH Wk Kecause -tKey d tiock -tKe 
emer^ehcy row. 


Vvlow X wrts s+or+ih^ +< 6 WEAT. X •+Kou^K+ 

I*d read <* mo^zihe +o +<»ke ry r»*Vvd o^-f -feelih^ 
•trrt^^d; W -iKe ohiy -iKirv^ i^^ -iKe sert+ ^ocke+ 
wds rt cd+rtlo^ -for dll -lKis s+uf^ ho ohe heeds. 



SnoozDS 

WTwn you cait sg Smjgh lt1D^ 
baring moulbig, SnoazDsglassas maha 
yum wade mraiw... cwn ntven 
yoijV«4;ify4^ii«) bbli 


Ph&mi Bubble 

Fluted yotF iihcw m vartf days wl^ 
Ihn c^9-tObbj^ 


Pizza Blarket 

n^gtiT-'Ifne craulpigp'^ Sdti^ ttwn ^Mith Rzzb 
Blanket >ciclt4fl baddtig Ihd'i ■nrniMrD'lailyl 

Connain pappeim!, eKJtaahecfifl, and 
anfitiCviM 
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^eo^le oh ei-iV>er side of me were wrt-kKih^ d 
movie^ so X figured X*d +urh ry screeh oh ahd 
cKeck i+ out. movie looked like a comedy^ i)u+ 
ry l^ertd^ohes were ih ry rthd i+ was K^^rd 
+0 ohders+rthd w^+ was ^oih^ oh wi+l^ou+ -^lem. 



X c^irth^ed "ri^e cKrthhel +o see w^ELSE-lkiere 
WAS +0 wa+cK. Ohe c^Ahhel l^Ad a sKow for li++le 
kids^ Ahd i)Ai>y hex+ +o me ^o+ ih+eres+ed ih 
wKa+ was oh ry screeh. Ahd wKeh X c^Ah^ed i+ 
+0 some-tfiih^ else^ kid s+Ar+eBAWLiNG. 
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VsIKeh X cKrth^ed clv*hheBACK; Iwty 
s+o^^d cryih^. 


X ^wtss X wouldVe i>eeirOKwt-d^ le+tih^ -^t kid 
wrt+cK -rf^e sKow^ W -rt^e screeh waiWAY +oo 
close +0 ry -face. A'^d "iVie colors oh -iVie sl^ow were 
so tri^Kf eveh wKeh X oh -d^e eye rnask 
•+ki<*+ wrtS ih +l^e sert+ ^ocke+^ X coolSTlLL 
see every+fiih^ ■lkiA+ was K«*^^ehih^. 



ViKeh +t^e sKow -fihdilly ehded; •4>e Uty s+or+ed 
cryih^ rt^rtih. Bi/+ -ikiere wos hWAY X was 

^ohhA kee^ WA+cU'h^ "ikie sKow oh re^+ -for Hkie 
res+ of hi0K+. 


So X deoded i+ WAS -rt^e ^rfec+ +irne +o +Ake ry 
sKi-f+ 0^ ih -first cIass. 
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Bif+ Kodrick ho-Hced X wrts +o make <x 
moVe^ ahd W ^o+ otrh of Ws sert+ Wfore X K^d«» 
cKdkhce +0. Ai^d ohce Ke was ih first c\<xss, I 
khew X*d KrtVe to wait <» wl^ile Ufore I could swa^ 
places witfi Kir^. 


ViKeh Mon rthd Mdihlry cone Wk to tk>eir sertts^ 
X sow door to -d^e cockpit o^h teKihd 
<*hd "rt^e ^ilot s+e^^ed out. 



X tf^ou^Kt -d^ere i)e some kihd of Ah 

EMERGENCY; so X pressed t^e l>u++oh Ahd 
Asked t^e fli^Kt A++ehdAh+ wKa+ was ^oih^ oh. 
He SAid t^e ^ilot just heeded to stretcK Kis le^s 
Ahd use -tk>e i>A-tk»roon; Ahd tk>e co-^ilo+ ^Ad 
every4>ih^ uhder cohtrol. 














X didh + like -d\e ■fdc+ +Ka+ we were dowh +o ohe 
^ilo+^ eveh i-f i+ wrts just -for o -few niihutes. 


Fersohrtlly^ X doh t -d^ihk two pilots &NOUGH, 
eVeh wKeh -H^eyVeBOTl-l ih -d^e cockpit. X 
tV»e idert Is i-f ohe of -H^en Kos <» Keort ottock; 
tV»eh -d^e otk^er ohe is su^^osed to ■f\y -d^e ^Uhe. 


But I dsked t^e -fli^^it dttehdoht wKrtt Kd^^hs 
i-f t^eOTVlER^ilot -fredks out dhd Kds <x Kedrt 



'The -flight dttehddht told rne hot to worry; 
Ucduse -rt^ese ^Idhes are so hj^h-tech ti^ey cdh 

^rdcfcdlly -flyTVlEriSELVES. 
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Viell; XVe Kertrd ^ilo+s ndike d lo+ of mohey^ 
so if wKa+ fli0K+ d++£hcldh+ WdS Sayih^ is 
TRUE; +|>is could i)e +^e career fott^E. 



Ohce ■\\\t ^ilo+ ^p+ out of l>dtf>room; T 
figured i+ would a ^ood idea for rie +o +oo. 

'Tl^e ohly ^rotlen wdS; tf>e riah +o ry ri^Ki was 
dslee^; dhd X couldhT ^e+ over ti^e ^ without 

wdkih^ Kiro u^. So X weh-UNDERKir»>; ahd 

Relieve me^ washT a lot of fuh. 



5 ^ 







I walked toward •froh+ o{ -rt>e ^Uhe^ W 
U-fore I eveh ^o+ +o -d^e -first-cUss sec-hoh; -d^e 
a++ehdah+ +old rne -d>rt+ ecohory ^sseh^ers 
KdVe +0 use -d^e resiroofn th -d^BACK. 



'l^^e i)a-d^roof>» ih H^e ecohory sec-hoh was really 
small^ W i)eih^ ih -rf^ere was WUNDRED+imes 
U-Her -rf^ah teih^ s+uck ih ry sea+. 1 + was sort 
of like a -Hhy li+tle a^r+mehi X K^d all +o rysel-f. 
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sdehce cUss^ we lertrhed wKeh Konrth 
WAS+e ^e+s dro^^d out of oh oir^Uhe toilet^ it 
•freezes solid. Some ^uy ih my towh ohce -fouhd « 
cKuhk of wrtste -ri>rtt fell from a ^Uhe, dhd Ke 

-d^ou^Kt it wrts dT^ETEORlTE. 



EHeiUSItft; METEORin GRASSES THROUSH MAM'S SHI^ 


X tfiihjc -d^e ^uy was Ko^ih^ to sell it for d lot of 
mohey^ W ohce -ifye tfiih^ -d^awed Ke fouhd out 
wKdt Ke l^od wds totdily wor4>less. 
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Ohce II wrts se+iled ih+o -i^e i>(»HV>roofn^ X -f^ureci 
-tViere was ho rtckSdr\ +o ^ Wk +o ny sm+. So 
wKeheVer someohe ELSE came dloh^ +o use X 
Jus+ rirtcle L»-H^room hoises uh-hl -^ty weh+ Away. 



Ohe ^ersoh must ve reolly heeckJ +o Ucouse 
-rt^ey sKook door Krthdie so K«»rd X 
•+k»ou0l^+1+ mi^K+ rtc-krtlly trertlOFF. '^y 
weh+ <xw<xy. But o -few mihu+es U+er^ w^ole 

BATHROOn sUk. 





















ViKoeVer -rt^is was heejej +o use i\\t i)rt-rt>roon <* 
lo+ more X ciid/ so X o^ehed "d^e door. Bo+ 
-rt^ere we»s ho oheTHERE. wKeh X realized 
i+ wrtSh*+jus+ -d^e i>rt-4»room sK«kih^/ i+ WAS -d>e 
vd>ole PLANE. 



X *^^ 0001 ^+ we mos+Ve Uhded ih -tkie wd+er or lost 
Ah eh^ihe or some-d^'h^. Btrt- -d^eh -d^e ^t1o+ cAme 
over -d^e ih+ercom. 
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didh + soohd <^< 3 ^+ +d^E. X -fi^ored wK«»+ 
REALLY Krt^^ehed was -^^0+ 'rf^e ^ilo+ -fell asleep 

ih Kis se«»+ rthd kicked s+eerih^ wKeel or 
some-d^ih^; rthd "H^eh Ke carie wr^ -tkiis 
rtir” excuse. Because -rt^a+'£XACTLY wKa+ I'd 
do l-f I were ih -H^e same aHua+ioh. 



I ^uess -ikie a-Hehdah+ could see •4>a+1 
was ^re+iy ra+tled. said we were jus+ ^oih^ 

•+k»rou^K A li'Hle "-h/rbulehce/’ wKicK was ^er-fec-Hy 
hormal -for a like -H^is. 
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Viell; i-f "^^>15 of fevlORf'^Lj 

4»ere s ho c^rthce I*m ever i>ecomih^ a ^ilot. 
Because if I were -flyih^ -rf^e ^Uhe^ X d htouf of 



+0 ry sert+ rthci Wkle u^. But wKeh X 30+ WIc 
■^trt, i+ was already occupied. 



X didh + wah+ +0 rioVe -t^e i)ai>y^ because X khew i+ 
would Jus+ wake u^ ahd start cryih^ a^aih. 
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So I weh+ +0 -rt^e ■froh+ of ^Uhe +o kick 
Rodrick oirh of -ftrst cUss dhd leWIHdedkl wi-rf^ 

-tkie Bu+ X cooidh HGET +o Kirn. Ohe of -^Ke 

wKeels oh -tKe Kevero^e c«»r+ K^kd Krokeh Kecause of 
•+Ke -h/rbulehce^ <»hd i+ wds Klockih^ ry w^y. 



X wrtS out of o^tiohs^ so X weht Wk to my se^t. 
Poh t dsk fne KoW; i>ut X was rtctudklly ^Kle to ^et 
ah Kour or -t^^o of slee^. A*^d X was so tired, X 
didh t eveh wake u^ wKeh we lahded. 
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'luesjrty 

X wrts so worried dkl>ocrh^e-Hih^ -tf^rou^K ‘tfye 
•fli0K+ ‘ri^d+1 hever -ri^ou^Ki rti>ou+ wKere we were 
dc-k»rtlly GOING. Bu+ wKeh I s+e^^d ofl -rf^e 

^Uhe^ i+ WAS like walkih^ ih+o a wKole hew world. 



X ve ^o++A Admi+^ AS sooh as X -^£1+ ■iV>a+ iro^icAl 
Air l^i+ my skih; X could uhders+Ahd wKy PAd was 
so eA^er +o escA^ -rf^e cold Wk Kome. 
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Vsle opf\ our lu00rt^e o/f cohVeyor l)el+ ih 
^33*3^ cUiH -followed “tVie si^hs +o wKere a 
1)10 sKtrHle l)os WAS WA(-hV0. 



'B'Veh -d^oo^K Air ou+side -fel-GREAT^ -d^e 
Air-cohdi‘HoWh0 oh tus -feli eVe^ETTER. 
A'^d seads ih -d^is -H^ih^ were hicer -^lAh 
ohes ih -firsi cUss. 
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Ohce rtll ^dsseh^ers toarded -t^e we Ke^ded 
+0 -rf^e resort. A video ^U^d oh ti^e overhead 
rnohitorS; dhd it WdS dtout I^ILLlON tirnes 
more -fuh tV><*h ti^e ohe oh tVve ^Uhe. 


"IKe Video sKowed oil tV>e cool activities at tf>e 
resort^ ahd X wahted to do t^e ALL. 



Ohe of tV^e activities was swimmih^ witf> dol^KihS; 
ahd tl^at s sometl^ih^ X V ALWAYS wahted to do. 
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Bu+ -rt^ere was a i)ohcK aOTWERsW^f 
looked cool; +00. X was Ko^ih^ -t^e^ mi0K+ le+ us 
COMBINE rtc+iVi+ies so X cot'ld do eVeryiV>i'^^ 
Wore we K«»d +o ^ Wk Kof^. 



X •fel+ kihd of Wd for i)eih^ so he^+ive cii>ou+ 
+f»is +ri^ u^ uh+il -d^eh; ahd X +urv^ed orouhd +o 
+ell Mom rthd P«»d X wos sorry. Bu+ X wisK X 
Krtd jus+ ke^+ wrt+cKih0 "if^e Video ihs+ertd. 


















ViKeh we s+e^^<t af-f tos +Ke resort^ 

-rt^e s+rt-f^^ree+ed us ahd l^Ahdecl Horn ohd Pd^cl 
•frozeh drihks. 



vie ^rtVe our +o -rt^ese ^uys wedrih^ wKi+e 

^loVes^ rthd +l^ey said d +«»ke +l^em di’rec-riy +o 
our room. A*^d X ^o+trt X wdHHPRESSED. 


vie weh+ +0 ■froh+ desk^ dhd Udy "d^ere 
ex^lrtihed Kow eVery 4 >iV»^ worked. SKe said 
resort was "rtll-ihclusive/’ so we didh+heed +o use 
crtsK or credit- ccurds. 
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'The vfAy we -for sW-f was wi+h +hese ^Us+ic 
cards +ha+ doubled as our rooro keys. 



Mom ahd Pad +old "^he rece^-Hohis+ -^y wah+ed 
+0 s+ay ih "d^e same kuildih^ ^h^ey d s+ayed h -for 
-thielr Koheymooh; i>u+ -t^e lady said "thye resort hod 


CHANGED sihce th>eh. She said th«*+ how^ the 
resort was s^lit- ih+o two h^lves^ the "Wild Side” 


ahd the Mild Side. 



Wild Side^ ahd kids areh + allowed over there. So 
she showed us where our huildih^ was oh the ma^. 
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X could -tell Prtd wds diSrt^^oih-ted +Ke cKdh^es^ 
i)u+ Horn Srtid i+ WrtBE I I LR-H^is Vf<xy. Sl^e Srtid 
-ri^is WAS rtFAMILY ‘»'^d we didhheed +o 
i)e arouhd a tuhcK of yoOh^ couples ^riylh^^ 



I didh+ reolly crtreWWlCI-lstde of -tf^e resort 
we were oh^ i)ecrtuse it looked to me like i)o-d> sides 
K<»d tfte some Usic stuff. VlK^t I really cared 
atout was tfieROOri. 

Usually wKeh my family stays at a Ko-tek we all 
sK<*re a room^ ahd X K«*ve to slee^ oh a cot or a 
sofa W. So X was pretty shocked to fihd out we 
were ih aSUlTEwitfy PLENTY of s^ace. 
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sK«»re ohe U- 4 >room^ W me rthd Rodrick eocK Kod 


our owhBED; wWcK VfAS -iRe maih All X 
crth Sixy iSj Mom dhd Prtd mustVe dro^^edliOT 
of mohey oh 


TRere WAS aTV ih ■ri>e room X was sKarih^ wiHR 
Rodrick; W eveh U-Her -tkyah •+Ra+^ -^rt was a 
ROBE ih -tRe close+. 
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X cdlled roW r^K+ <»NAy, W Rodrick did'^+ 
eveh -^10^+ me -for t+. 

Rodrtck dklwrtys makes -fuh of me wKeh I wear 
Mom's rote tack a+ Kome. Btrt X "^Mr^k rotes are 
COOL; ^»^d -rf^ere are a lot of ^uys oirt- -d^ere 
wKo would ‘* 3 >^ce wi-d^ me oh 



iRe stiower ih ta+^room waWUGE; ahd all 
•4»e floors ahd sihks ahd every4>th^ were made of 
martle. '%trt was aTV atoVe -H^e ta+ti+ut; ahd 
-it>ere was eVeh aPl-lONEhex+ +o ^t>e +ot1e+. 

X f^ured if X could ^e+ room service delivered +o 

-tfie ta-tt\room; X*d We every 4 >ih^ X heeded ih 

ohe ^lace. 
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From iwilcovy ih Mom ohd Pad s room^ X could 
see -rt>e ^ool over oh -rt>e Vlild Side of resort^ 
rthd i+ wds rediy tig. 


1+ wrtsh*+jus+ some re^uUr ^ool^ ei-d^er. X+ 
looked kihd o^ like d river dhd l^dd dll +Kese isUhds 
ih ffit middle o^ i+. Mom Sdid i+ wds ohe of fffi. 
i)i^es+ "-Tree-form” ^ools ih -d^d/y/ORLD. 


* 

































I wrts ^re+ty exo'+ej cJii)ou+ Wdose I 
khew we K«*ci some -^^>>3 oOURsiJe of -rt^e 
resort. X wrthted to 30 cWk 1+ out^ W •first’ X 
heeded +0 cK<»h3e my clotf^es. 


X weht- +0 o^eh tV>e (>(3 suittose; i>irt 1+ was 
LOCKED. X rtsked Pdd -for t^^e key^ W Ke 
Sftid oor sui+crtse didh 4 -lAVErt lock. Pod looked 
dt- tk>e +(*3 oh tk>e suitcdse; Ahd 1+ Kdd someohe 

ELSES hdme oh i-t. 



X+ turhs out we Kdd dcddeh+dlly 3rdi)i)ed t-Ke 
wroh3 suitcdse -from {)d33d3e cldim <*+ tV>e dir^ort. 
Be-fore i+ wds +00 Idte^ Pdd cdlled tk>e dirlihe to 
see i-f tf^ey still KdcDLRsdtcdse. 
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Bif+ -t^e ^eo^le rtt’rlihe Stiid sihce ho 

ohe KrtJ clairieci our i+ was seh+ WIc +o -t^e 
ddciress oh +d^. 



11+ wdsh'+ rtTOTALdiSdS+er; -iV>ou^K. VJe d moved 
some cloH^es -from +f>e i>i^ sui+cAse +o a»r cArry-oh 
t)A^s WIc A+ +^e Atr^ort; so we K«»d a -few +Hih^s. 



5 fi ( 

X l^«*d my i>A-4>ih^ sui+^ W X didh+K aVc a Io+ 
of OTHER s+uf'f. My -fliY-flo^s Ahd suh^lASses 

were ih +f>e 1 >a^; Aloh^ wi+f* a i>uhc^ of o^V>er 
-rt^ih^s T Kc»d ^cked. pAd SAid "tf^ey sell 
sWI we were missih^ a+ W resort s+ore^ so we 
weht dowh to c Wk it out. 
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Bu+ eVery 4 >iV »3 +Ke s+ore cos+ -five iimes as 
riucl^ AS i+ woulciVe Wk Kor^e/ rthci P^ci Srtid \\t 
WASh'+^ohhrt -rt^ose prices. 



Morn Srtid we could wear -rf^e some clcrd^es every d^y 
rthd wdisK -d^em ourselves. So -d^e ohiy we 
t)ou^K+ "d^ere was a tof+le of suhscreeh ahd a 
+oy ahd sKoVel for Mahhy +o use a+ -ifye i)eacl^. 


Mom said iVs really im^or+ah+ +o wear suhscreeh 
a+ a ^lace like -rt\is^ because if s so close +o -rt>e 
e<^ua+or. But sKe didr>+Kave to cohVihcfelE. XVe 
seeh wKat’ tf»e suh cah do to your skih^ ahd X 
doh + wahha look like a raisih wKeh X'm older. 
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IKrtVs rertsoh I s^ehj as mucK +ime ihdoors 
AS I cAh. Air^cl U-fer oh ih li-fe^ aII ry -friehcls Are 

^hhA wisKTWEYKdkd; +00. 



X +f>oo^K+ -f AC+ +K«»+ we cAme durih^ CKris+mAS 
i>reAk neAht we*d K«»ve -rf^e ^kce +o ourselves. But I 
^uess A lo+ o^ ^eo^le I^acI tV»e exAc+ SArie ideA. 
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1 + W(JiSh*+jus+ -rt>^OOL-rt\(Ji+ wds crowded; 
-ri^oo^K. 'Inhere were ^eo^leEVERYWMERE. I 
WAS rertlly lookih^ -forward +o reUxjh^ ih -d^e Ko+ 
-hd) uh-hl X SAW i+. 



vie -foohd A -few louh^e chairs ih -d^e sKade Ahd ^u+ 
our sW-f dowh. You could "fell i+ was -d^e riddle of 
wih+er; i>ecAuse Jus+ Atout everyohe looked out of^ 
sKa^; JUS+ like me. 






















E-Very ohce th a wKile^ X dl)ou+ exerdsih^ 
dhd ^e++ih0 rertlly tuf-f. B(/+ ih -fiAyrt, XU 
i>e+ everyohe will jos+ i>e dtle +o irtke a ^ill dhd 
^e+ -^1+ wi-dvxrt Kavih^ +o exerdse^ ohywrty. 



Beih0 ih ^rerti sK«»^e will i>NORMAU ohd 
dll -rt^e ^^le wl^cARENT -fit will i>e ohes 
everyohe s d-HTdc-ted +o. So if X jos+ s+ick wi-+V» 
ry curreh+ exerdse ^Uh^ X*ll l>e dll se+. 


















'The ^ool WdS +00 crowded +o ^ swimmih^; so X 
deo’ded +o Jus+ ^t+ d +owel over my head dhd 
cd+ch oh some slee^. 


E-Veh +hyoo^h i+ wdS ho+ ot+; -d^ere wdS d hice 
treeze^ dhd I s+dr+ed +o dn-f+ YhA r^h+ 
ih -th^e middle o( my hd^^ some ^uy showed dhd 
n^'hed +he whole vii>e. 



'This cdlled Wr^l-f ^he "Pirec+or of Foh/’ 
dhd d^^dreh-riy his joh wds +o ^e+ everybody 

nOViNG. 



















Uh-for+ifhA+ely; -t^is ^ was ^ood a+ Ws joi>; Ahd 

sor^eKow Ke ro^edMEih+o ohe of Ac-KVi-Hes. 
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Bui X wished Kel-lADNn~; Wcdose lV>ere wds <* 
lol wre l-oocKih^ X was comforlrttle wilf>. 



li^e cohort lihe ehded^ Pirec+or o^Fuh 
SeJkid -rt^e hex+ Ac-Hvily was lV>e "'Irertsure PiVe/’ 
rthd i-l was jus+ -for kids. I w<»sh'+ ih-kres+ed 
ih doih0 some slu^id kiddie so X sol- Wk 
dowh. But wKeh Ke ^uled oul <* ^rthl- tuckel- of 

COlNS^ -ffvid ^ol my rt-Hehlioh. 

He +old oil os kids +o lihe <»+ lV>e ed^e of lk>e 
^ool; Ahd -^k^eh Ke s+drled iossih^ ^dhl- Kohdlols 
of cdsK ih+o lf>e wd+er. Ahd i+ wrtSh'+ «tuhcK of 
PENNIES, eil^er. 
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X'l' wds dimes rthd <jWJir+erS; dhd X*m ^re-Hy sore 

X SAW someSiLVER DOLLARS ih -d^ere^ +oo. 



By +Ke -hme -rf^e i>ocke+ was em^-ty^ -rf^ere mos+Ve 
i>eeh -four Kohdred i>ocks si-Hih^ a+ -tVve i)crH-om 
of -ri^e ^ool. £,veryohe WAt+ed Aloh^ -rf^e ed^e 
for -d^e Pirec+or of Foh +o i>low Ws wWs+le. 
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VsIKeh Ke did. r+ was a +o+rtl free-for-dll. 



X mrthrt^ed +o ^e+ dl)ou+ -hvo dollars ih caiYss oh 
ry •first dive, ahd I ^u+ ti^en at ti^e ed^e o( -ri^e 
^ool he^r ry looh^e c^dir. But some shedjcy kid 
swooned ih dhd cledhed me ocrh. 



He WdSh't -rt^eONLY cKed+eo -rt\ou^k Some kid 

ih -ri>e ^ool wds dctvdlly wearih^ANTS; dhd Ke 
s+irff^ed Kis ^ocke+sFULLof coihs. 
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eVeryoheELSE- 4 >e some ijedi; <*h<i how 
IciJs were sW-fih^ coihs wKereVer -^^ejCOULD. 



ViKeh i+ wrts dill oVef; X X ehded wf-t^ 
di)ou+ -rt\ree tucks ih ctidh^e. Af+er -rt\e kids cledired 
OU+ of ^ook X figured i+ was <x ^ood "hnne +o 
^e+ ih -rt^e wdi+er ohd 30 for o reUxih^ swin. 







I -foohd rt sKddy s^o+ ih ^ool dhj lerthej 
rt^rtihs+ wrtll. But tf>eh X Kertfd some rustlih^ 
ih -d>e tusKes teKihd me., rthd rtll of a suddeh X 
WAS •fdce-+o-frtce witf^ some-ri>ih^ looked like 
i+ come stroi^Ki -from Jurassic Fork. 



X wrts out o( -rt^ere so -fast-; X Actuc»l^iKlPPED 


across ti^e water. 



to 









I iold +Ke lile^urtrj -rt\ere wds some kihd of 

DINOSAUR d+ -t^e ed^e ol +Ke ^ool dhd \^e 

heeded +o clear everyohe ou+ -rt>ere W-fore 
someohe ^o+HLFTT. 



-rt^e ^■dh+ lizard was Just avIGUANA^ ahd ti^ey re 
all OVERtV>e resort. “Tl^eh Ke said -H^ot sometimes 
■f{\e iguahas eVeh like to ^o for a di^ ih -tk^e ^ool. 

Viell; -H^^t cKah^edEVERYTl-llNG-for me. V\y 
■feelih^ oh ^iaht lizards is -rf^at t^ey should i>e ih a 
ZOO; hot r»»h^lih^ wi-4> us l^umah i)eih^s. 

X was DONE wi-tki tVve ^ool; so X asked Mom i-f 
we could ^et some luhcK. 







SKe wrts <x ^ood idert^ rthd we -foohd 

(X ^Uce heariy -ri^c»+ Kod dkh oa+door ^-Ho. 

But -d^e outdoor ehded u^ teih^ o ^roi>lem. 
"First oF all; -iF^ere wereh t just i^urthos ot -H^is 
^Uce. iF^ere were ^eckoS; SdUmahderS; ohd wFo- 
khows-WFlAT-else ^ekih^ out oF tusFes. 



SLUGS^ too; Ahd we Frtd to kee^ -flickih^ -d^en 
oFF tF>e trti)le witF our utehsils. 


"The wrtiter poured us ^Idsses oF wdter Fron <x 
pitcher; tut Mom told us dill hot to drihk it. 

She said our stomachs areh t used to -lhe microtes 
ih the water dowh here^ so we heeded to ^et 
BOTTLED water ihstead. 
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Bif+ Prtd Stttd Ked i)FlNEl)ecduse |\e s -H^dVeled 
dll over -rt^e ^Idce dhj Ws s+ormcK could K^hdle 

ANYTHING. 



I wdShT^ohhd risk i+; +Kou^K. I ordered d cdh 
of sodrt Ahd poured i+ ih+o d ^ass, dhd T ^of d 
W^er dhd some f ries, +oo. 


ViKeh our food cdme^ d few i>irds Uhded ih ■rt^e 
-h"ees drouhd our +dl)le. A+ firs+1 w<3©Kwi*ri^ 
i+; Wcduse wKeh i>irds flew ih; lizdrds rdh 
Wk ih+o -tf^e tusl^es. 



















'Theh rt krj looked like i+ K^d iir^ured 
le^ or sorTe-tk>ir»^ s+or+ed Ko^^ih^ dtroohd oh -d^e 
^roohd hear our +rtkle. 



Bui 1+ WAS dll A ki^TRlCK. ^e secohd we 
lurhed our Kedds +0 look d+ l^e tird oh lk>e 
^rouhd^ dll -d^eOTVIERtirds swooned ih dhd 
weh+ d-fler our -food. 

























vie cKdsed +Ke tt’rds (yf-f, W ho+ W-fore -^ty 
op(\ AVftxy \vx\-f our -food, oAy 
-rt^e tirdsDiDNT +oucK was our drihks. 1+ 
didh + rirt-Her^ -d^oo^K. Sor^e slu^s were Kel^ih^ 
•4>erTSelves +o ry socU^ i)u+ luckily X WrHced 
•4>en Wore X +ook (X si^. 



X •+k>ou0K+ "^is ^Uce wrts su^^osed +o ke 
PARADISE, W so Ur i+ was cMlGHimRE. 


All X wah+ed +o do was ^o i>ack +o U/t roon ahd 
STAY -tk^ere, i>u+ Mon said we were Jus+ ^e+tih^ 
s+ar+ed ex^lorih^ -d^e resort. Xheh Pad said Ke 
wahted to ^o Wk to tk>e room, too. He said Ke 
wash t -feelih^ so Ko+ ahd we could all ^roWly use 
some rest a-fter tk»a+ -fli^Kt. 
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vie KertJeJ Wk +o our kuiljth^, i)u+ PoJ K«*cl +o 
nrtke d ^i+ s+o^ d+ restroom ih tk»e lotty. 
'l^^eh Ke Kdd to ^AGAIN ih t^e i>dtV^room 
he>d to tk>e So X ^uess Horn was ri^Kt’ 
dtout tk>e wdter. 



XKc rest of tf>e ddy wdSh t- mucK fuh fdkNY Of 
us. ViKeh we fihdlly made 1+ Wk to our suite^ Pdd 
sKu+ Kimself ih tfie iwtf^room^ dhd Mom sehi me 
dowh to tf>e store to ^et- Wm some mediohe for 
\\\S stomdcK. 

But- tfte Ui)els wereh+ih £.h^lisK, so I ^0+ 

Kim sometKih^ tKdt- eitKerCURES didrrKert or 

CAUSES i+. 
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mediohe didh+seen +o work; so we K^d +o 


lis+eh +0 Pdd nodhih^ dhd ^rodhih^ dll hi 0 K+. 


X ^u+ oh d noVie ih ry roon +o -hy dhd drowh 00+ 
-d^e souhd. But ny roon wds o^eh +0 -t^e 00+side; 
so -d>e secohd X +urhed oh -t^TV; d i>uhcK of 
no^s flew ih dhd swdrned screeh. 



V 












vie KrtJ +0 of-f -rt^e -felevisioANDdill ■^\\t 

Um^s ih sui+e so rno^s would -fly WIc 
ou+Side. He ahd Rodrick ehded s^ehdiV^ Kol-f 
hi0K+jus+ si*Hih^ -d^ere ih -d^e dork. 


I wrts ^re^iy -tired ohywoy; so I -Toured I d "try 
•to ^e-t <x ^ood hi^K-t s slee^. Bu+ <xs sooh os I ^o+ 
ih-to "d^e music s+orted u^ oh -d^e Vlild Side of 
resort. Ahd tfvose ^uys ^ortied aMIG1-1T. 



Ihe crrtz-y tf>ih^ is^ uh-til -^ad ^oih+1 K^d 
for^o+teh tk>cJi+ i-t was AcHi»AllyCl4^STTiAS. I 
didh + khow wKere -H^is VACA+ioh was l^eAded^ i>u+ i+ 


seemed +o me -rf^A-t tf>ere was howKere +o ^ tidlP. 
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Vlejhesdrty 

I ^roWi>ly could ve sle^+ -for -fourizeh l^oors^ i>u+ 
I wrts rtwrtke (»+ -rt^e crrtck of ddwh l>ecrtuse of -tVve 
rrtc|ce+ A i>uhcK of -h^o^icdil krds were 
ou+Stde ry wihdow. 



ViKeh I ^0+ out of W; Mom was olredidy awoke. 
SKe said Pad s^h+ all W0K+ ir» i)a- 4 >room 
ahd •4>a+ we heeded +o leave so l^e could ca+cl^ u^ 
oh Ws slee^. 


I was de-fihi+ely ready -Tor a -fresK s+art^ so I 
^u+ oh ry l>a-d\ih^ sui+ ahd Keaded for door. 
Bu+ Horn said rne ahd Fodrick heeded +o make our 
i>eds ahd s+rai^K+eh u^ -iVt rootn. 
















X rerthded Hon we were oh Vdcrt+ioh^ dhd 
-rt^e ndud service would ^hdle -for us. But sKe 
SeJkid we wereh+^ohhA live likANllHALS 
Jus+ Wause we were oh Vdkca-Hoh. 



X +old Hon -d^dk+ -t^e i>es+ ^ort of i>eih^ oh 


Vrtcrt+ioh wdks KrtVih^ soneohe else clerth uy af+er 
youj W Hon Sdid "d^is week we were ^ohhft 
clerth uy rtf+erOURSELVE3. 'l^^eh s|\e ^u+ -d^e 
"Po Hot Pis+urt" si^h oh door so -if^e nrtid 
wooidh+eVeh cone ih+o roon. 
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X dsked Hon Kow we were so^^osed +o ^e+ cledh 
+owels ahd sW+S; dhd sKe said we*d w<»sK "ri^en ih 
■rt^e i)(»-ri>roon sihks^ -d^e Sc*ne way we were wos^ih^ 
our clones. 


So Hon wash-tjokih^ arouhd dtoui us doiV\^ our owh 
Uuhdry. Hdihiry wrts ih sihjc scruktih^ 

<x ^t’r o^ Pods uhderweor; ohd I*n ^re+iy sure Ke 
wrts usth^ l^drick s +oo-ik»t)rusK +o do i+. 



Fersohdillyj I -rt^ihk i)es+ +KiV»3 dt>ou-l- s+rtyih^ 
ih <x Ko+el is ^e-Hih^ cledh +owels rthd sKee+s every 
d«»y. Bu+ Hon stiid Ko+els ^o -tkvrou^K * +oh of 
Uuhdry de-fer^eh+^ ohd if we reused our iowels ahd 
sKee+s^ we d te SdVih^ -H^e ehVirohneh+. 
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'Thrt+s wKeh X ho+tced -d\ere were cords oil over 
l>o-d^roon -d^o+ riode you -feel ^oil-ty oi>ou+ 
oslcih^ -for cleoh sW-f. 


Please consider your impact 
on the environment before 
asking^ for fresh towis, 



Do you REALLY 
need your 
sheets washed? 


Mom soid we should oil Keod dowh +o -the heoch^ 


W X woh-ted "to h«»rv^ Wk ohd "toke o shower. 
"The -trirth iS X woh-ted -to -toke m^tME Ih 
-there^ ohd I khew i-f she wos ih -the sui-te^ she'd 
hossle me oWt usih^ -too much hot wo-ter. 
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VlK<*+ wds di)ou+ sKower was i+ was 
com^le-tely o^eh +o -t^e oir^doors. X+ +ook a rnihtrfe 
+0 ^e+USED+o ■rt>rt+^ i>ecrtuse X was worried 
someohe ni^K+ ^eek over -rf^e wrtll. 



13c«ss -H^ere ore ^^le w^io ore comfor+atle 
teih^ hajced >^19^+ ou+ ih -H\e o^eh^ W •tn»s+ me, 
X r»» ohe of ■^\\em. 


X doh + -ik>ihk i+ s r^K+ you rBORN 

hdked> tecrtuse ri^K+ oway youVe ^trt ih ah 
eni>rtrrdkssih0 si-turt-Hoh. 
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Ohce I ^0+ used +o -rt^is o^eh-rtt’r sKower 

X wasADDICTED. "Ifie slower K^kd 
rtll -rf^ese d(-f^ereh+ se+tih^s, like "^ulse” dhd 
"mtJkSSd^e.” X "Med out every sih^le ohe^ W 
' Vrtih-frtll” wrts ^rotwktly ry -favori+e. 



ViKeh X wrts dohC; X s+e^^d o(/+ of -rf^e slower 
rthd ^trt oh ry roi)e. Bert w|>eh X ■+ried +o ^u+ oh 
ry r^K+ sli^^ef; -d^ere was sometk^ih^ tlockih^ 
ny ■foo+. 


















































I KeU -rt>e sli^^er dhj s^>ook d, W o ^i(Jih+ 
SPIDER dro^^ed ou+. 



1KiS WAS hoORDiNARY slider; +Koo^K. 1KA+ 

WAS AS i>i0 AS mjidAND. VJKeh i+ -fell +0 
-d^e -flooO X climi)ed oh -d^e sihk so X WASh*+ 
oh -rt^e SArie level as i+. 
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XVe (X dtout sliders ever slhce X wds 
seveh ycfxrs old. Ohe surTner wKeh X was ih our 
^ArA^e; X -fouhd some-d^'h^ ih "H^e corner -d^A+ 
looked like a co++oh Ulk Ahd X ^oked i+ wi-rf^ a 
troom l^Andle. 


VJelt i+ WASh*+ A co+toh 1>a11. X+ was dEGG SAC; 
Ahd i+ WAS -filled wi-lk^ "d^ouSAnds of iwl^PlDERS. 



ViKeh X s+AP+ed school in -^le f(x\\, -teAc^ier ^Ad 
us -fill OU+ worksKee+s w^ere ohe of -rt>e (^ues+iohs 
WAS wKa+ we WAh-+ed +o i)e wKeh we ^rew u^. 


£.veryl>ody wro+e "AS+rohAu+" Ahd "ve+erihAriAh” Ahd 


Ahd s\uff like -d^A+. But hoHE. 
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Whaf s yotar favorite color? 



BLUE 

Whars your favorite SLaiitiBl? 



T)OG 






Wtiai do you wEint to be when 
you Know up? 



Exterminator 



HowrtdrtyS; wKeheVer X see s^ider^ i+ +(Jikes me 
ri0K+ Wk +0 wKeh X was seveh. II doh+eVeh like 

READING dil>ou+ sliders. 


Ill -fell you -rt^is—i-f I were ohe of -d^e cK^rdc-fers 
ih "CK«»rlo+fe s Viei)/’ i-h wouldVe i>eeh a very 
sKor+ took. 
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I -f^ured wi-rt\MYlock^ solder oh 

-rt^e U-rt^roon -floor wdisVENCXiOUS. I ve 
read -rt^a+ some sliders ti+e -d^eir ^rey^ -^^eh 
wra^ -ri>em so cah eat -d^em alive^ w^icK 
does NOT soohd like a wKole lot of -fuh. 



Tor some reasoh; slider wash*-t makih^ a move. 
Titkier 1+ -dv)o^K+ i+ was camouflaged oh marble 
•floor ahd T cooldh+SEEi-t^ or d was ■+ryih^ +o 
•f^ure oirt wKa-t +o do hexi^ jus+ like T was. 

T 'd^ou^Ki abotrt -d^rowih^ my sli^^r a+ 1 +^ btrt T 
was hervoos T mi^K't miss ahd make ftdAD. Ahd 
eveh i-f IDID W+ i+^ "d^e sli^^r probably wouldh+ 
KaVe dohe ahy damage +o -d^is tbiih^. 
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X called out -for Pad +o come me^ tut all 
X 30+ Wk was a weak ^roah -from Ws tedroom. 
Tl^a+s wKeh I rememtered -rf^PHONE. I dialed 
^11 ; i)u+ X jus+ 30+ some prerecorded messa3e. 



pKohe Kad all tk>ese otk>er tuttohs^ W hohe 
of -rf^e op-Kohs were a 3rea+ fit for tt\e si-h/a-Hoh 
X was ih. So X pressed ohe for "Room 
Service/’ tecause X f^ored • 4 ><*+ was close ehou3K. 
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A IrtJy rthswerei dhcl I +ol(l Ker otou-l- slider 
^rotlem rthd Kow X heecieci \\tr +o sehd someohe 
QUICK. Bu+ ei+Ker X was +rtlkih0 +oo -ftxs^ or 
-rt^ere was some coh-fustoh^ tecduse dll sKe 

jce^+ dsjcih^ -for wds m^REAKFAST order. 



£.veh-krtlly^ X ^dVe dhd jus+ ordered scrdmtied 
e^s dhd d side of i)dcoh. X Kor\es+ly didh+cdre 
WWAT i+ +oolc +0 ^e+ someohe +o come^ ds loh^ ds 
• 4 >ey cdmeFAST. 

ViKeh X Koh^ -d^e ^Kohe^ Hf^e hoise Jol-fed •4>e 
s^ider^ wKicK rdh dcross -floor dhd s+o^^ed 
r^K+ ih -frohi of +Ke sihk. 

^low "d^is "d^ih^ wds eVevCLOSER; dhd X wds 
+00 scdred +o move. 
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X s+ood -frozeh -for rttotrl- -fif+eeh mihtrfeS; i>(»rey 
i>rert-4>ih0. But -rt^eh ^Kohe ahd -rt^e souhd 
sor^rised rne so nuc^ X rtlrTOS+ lost ry i>rtUhce. 



1 + wrts ■ri^e room service wrti+er. He said Ke Kad 
come +0 oor sui-fe +o deliver my -food^ W -t^ere 
was a "Po Uo+ Pis-k»rt>” si^h oh -t^e door^ so Ke 
-k»rhed arouhd ahd weh+ Wk +o -H^e ki-kKeh. 






















X +ol(l +0 comBACK+o room rthd -t^d+ Ke 
Kdd ^ermissioh +o krck ciowh -tV»e door i-f Ke WAh-fed. 

ViKeh I “rt^e -d^e slider s+arkd 

ruhhih0 rtroohd e»hd X was worried i+ was 
^hhrt -figure ou+ wKere X wos ohd come ^e+ me. 

I looked oroohd +o see i-f -H^ere was I 

could use +0DEFEND my^lA i>u+ ohly 

wiHk»ih Arm s redcK was a ^\ass oh Sthk. 

I reditzed -^a-\ i-f slider cdme close ehou^K; 

X mi^l^i ke dkle +orRAP(+. Sure ehou^K^ i+ roh 
ri^K-t tehert-d^ me. A^^d wKeh i+ did; X moha^ed 
+0 dro^ -d^e ^Idss oh +0^ &f i+. 
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slider wrt^led aroohd ihside ^ass, W i+ 
couidh+ ^e+OUT. X 30+ dowh o^-f sihk real 
slow rthd Wked ocrt o( -d^e iM-ikirooro; kee^ih^ ohe 
eye oh -rt>e slider. But wKeh I -K»rhed +0 le<»ve, I 
snosKed '^^3^+ ih+o -H^eWAlTER. 



All "^e hoise ^0+ slider moVih^ A^k\, ahd 
i+ +ook ^Us^a/ITVI t+. A+ ■firs+ X w<»sh'+ 
worried^ because d was s+ill -tro^^ed Ihside. Xheh 
i+ crowled over -^^eDRAlN w^ere -floor 

di^^d dowh A li++le; ahd fKA+^AVe t+jos+ 
ehou^K s^ce +0 wi^leOUT. 





ii' 
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'Thrt+s wKeh X -fouhci out roon service Krtd 
tVie sarie ^rotlem wi-rf^ sliders I did. 



X khew i+ wrtS +0 me +0 deal witki "d^is 
so I tried +o i+ witki cover -for -d^e -food. 
But -rt^e slider was zi^z4^ih^ oDVER-d^e 
^Uce^ rthd i+ wrtSh-t easy. 















































‘fihdkiy, I +Ke slider ^ihhih^ i+ rt^dihsi 

-tV»e wdll. X didh+rediy kirow wKd+ +o dbiEXT; 
tecduse -rt^e secohd I li-fW -food coVeo "^(^0+ 

WdS ^ohhd i>e of-f dhd ruhhih^ d^dih. 



'^tY\ X <fvrh'ced ■d^d+ ohe of -iVie slider s le^ wdS 
s+iclcih^ K<*l-fwdy 0U+ {rom uhder -ffst lid. 


X "tried +0 move +l^e lid +0 cover -tV^e wKole s^ider^ 
WI ^uess I pressed +00 K<*rd^ t)ecdose -tV^e le^ 


^ellOFF. 


slider dro^^ed oh+o -floor, «**^d how i+ 
WdS ^oih^NUTS. X WdS ruhWh^ drouhd oh ry 
-hY+oes, "h^h^ +0 mdjce sure X didh+^^lT. 
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'Theh -t^e slider msde (i-lUGEr»s+<Jike. X+ climUd 
oh+o -t^e rim of -t^e +oile+^ ohd X knocked i+ ih 
-ri^e i>owl wiH^v sli^^r ahd sUmmed "rt^e lid sW* 
Xheh -tk»e roon service ^ -fiWs^ed i+ off» 



X ^o+trt S(ky, -d^e -Hvo of us ridide c* ^ood 

•tertro. A*^d i-f X eVetDOs+art ex+ermiha+or 
tusihess^ X We +o look -H^is ^oy u^. 

















































A-f^+er ry ehcooh-+er wi-^^ I was 

^re-Hy ea^er +o ^e+ ou+ of room. I 
-tV»e mrt^ of resort to -fihci my way to ti^e 
tedicK^ i>ut X ^ot lost ahd ehded at t^e wall 
tV>at aerates tt>e two sides. 


I ^oess I ohderstahd wKy tfyey d wahha kee^ 
kids of-f tk>e o^er side. But if you ask me^ it kihd 
of seemed like overkill. 
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I s+Arfed +0 wohjer i-f room keys were 
rtc+Lrtlly -^Tcjckih^ devices. WAy, i-f ahy kids 
Shuck oVeo "d^ey could ^ut a s+o^ +o i+. 



ViKeh X 30+ +0 -d^e Wcl^; i+ w< 6 ACKEDwi- 4 > 
•fdmiies. X deo’ded i^e rerti rertsoh -lk>e wall wds 
i)uil+ WAS +0 ^ro+ec+ ■\{\t couples oh Hk(e)Tl-lER 
side -from seeih^ wKd+ w<*s K«»^^hih^ oOURside. 

Because i-f -rf^ey khew wKai -d^ey were ih -for, -d^ere s 
ho CHANCE "d^eyd Kave kids of -tk>eir owh. 
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Mon Krtd reh+ed ohe of +Kose covered cdtrthds for 
our -Tdinily +0 sKdre. I wrtSh’i crazy atouf -d^e idea 
of sKarih^ aBEDwiHf> -t^e rest of ry fan’ly. Bu+ 
I +rtlked myself ih+o d, Wause rt+ least I*d i>e 
out of suh. 










































X rernenWed l)edcK cdtwthrtS -from -t^e Video 
■^ty ^Irt^d oh -d>e sKu+tle i>us. sKowed some 
couple Wih^ d romdh-Kc -hme wd+cKih^ "l^e suh se+. 



Vslell; mdyi)e -l^dVs Kow i+ WdS oh H^Tl-lER 
side o^ -rt^e resor+^ W oOURS^ i+ wds d 
wKole di-flereh+ s+ory. 
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I^om +ol(l me dhd Rodrick sKe was +rtkih^ Mrthvy 
+0 -tkie iwi-d^roon <*hd we heeded +o s+ay h 
-tk»e crti)cih(». Mom said sl^e ^o+ -d^e Us+ ohe ahd i-f 
we ^rtVe i+ u^, someWy else woold ^rak i+. 


Ohe of families •4>a+ was wai+ih^ weWAY 
overdressed for teacK. I reco^Wzed •4>e older 
kid from -tf^e 'Treasure Pive day i>efore. I 
^uess hoWy Hold Hf>ese ^eo^le you re ho+ su^^osed 
+0 wear wihHer cloHf>es ih hiheHy-de^ree weaHk»er. 


Tl^is family looked like Hk>ey could really use some 
sKade^ ahd X fel+ kihd of ^uilHy. So X "tried hot to 
make eye cohtact. 
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E-Veh-tudilly; Mom dhd Mdhlry crtme rthd Hrthlry 
rcJih o(-f +0 collecf smsKells. 


Mom i>roke ocrt -rt^e suhscreeh c»hcl s+ortecl 
i+ oh me ahd Rocirick. X was ^Ud Pad wash+ 
•4»ere, because always ^e+s mad w^»eh Mom does 
-d^ih^s -for us •+Ra+ Ke -iRihks we sKould te atle +o 

do-for OURSELVES. 



X ac+ually -tRihk -^is Is all ^ar+ of Mom s ^lah. 
X f^ore sKe doesh+wah+ os +o t)ecome +oo 
ihde^ehdeh+; Wcaose -iReh we woh -NEEDKer 
la+er oh. X do -tRihk i+ coolBACKFiREoh 
Mom; -d^oo^K. 
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Becdose i-f -rt^ih^s kee^ 3 ®^ re 

hoW/ -tkiere s d ^ood cKdhce rmt dhci Rodrick 
will ^ of-f +0 college ho+ eVeh khowih^ Kow +o cli|j 
our owh +oehdils. 



H^is is ohe of -rt^e wdys dhiridls dre differeh+ fron 
^^le. llh scKool X lednred ohce d Wr cui> 
is di)ou+ d yedr dhd d Kdlf old; i+s mo^er ahds i+ 
0U+ ih+o wild +0 +dke cdre of i+self. 
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Bui Kumdih i>eih^s ItVe wilV> lf>eir ^dreh+s -for 
ei^K+eeh YEARS i>e-fore lV>ey re reddy +0 ^ af-f 
ih+o lV\e world. 

I-f IVn ever d ^drehi^ ^ohhd i)e like if^e 

BEARS. I^rst eyf dll^ XV> hoi ^hhd s^ehd lol 

of l-inTe ledcWh^ ry kids useless ihfornidlioh; like 
lk»e ABCs dhd colors dhd s^^. 

'The secohd ry kid is old ehou^h +0 cross ihe 
sireel- Sdfely dhd ^Uce dh order d|- d fdS+-food 
res+durdh|-^ he*s ^hhd i)e oul of ih^e house. 



Af+er Hon Idihered Rodrick u^^ she lold him he 
should 30 +0 ihe "Teeh Zohe dhd "by +0 cohhecl- 
wilh some kids his d^e. 


12 ^ 













I Jidh + Kodrick would i)e ih+eres+ed; W Ke 
weh+ +0 cKeck i+ out. ^o+ Horn all exdW/ 

dhd sKe said X sKould l^ah^ out wi-d^ -tk>e -h^reehs^ 
wKo were oh WcK doih^ a scaveh^er Kuh+. 


Bu+ i+ was ^re-Hy oWious +o me •4>a+ "scaveh^er 
Kuh+” was reallyjus+ a cleahu^ ih dis^uise^ ahd 

X didh + wah+ ah^ART ih •4>a+. 



ViKeh Rodrick left X was ^lad^ Wcause -lkyd+ 
meah+ more room ih cai)aha -foHE. But a 
mihu+e la+er Pad showed u^ lookih^ really ^ale. 
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X Ke s+ill t)e dertlih^ wiH^v s+omtic^ 

issues, ])(/+ i+ wash*+ -^a+. He SAid wKeh Ke weh+ 
+0 use -d^e +oile+ th our roon^ -t^ere was a ^iAh+ 
SPIDER uhdenr\eA+K seA+. So X we 
di'clr*+^e+ rid of i+ Af-fer aII. 



I Asiced PAd wW ^A^^ehecNEXT^ Ahd Ke SAid 
Ke w^Acjced -^e slider wi-ifi a l>A-4>roi>e •4>a+ was 
oh -d^e floor. So -if^ere ^oes Ahy c|\Ahce XV»» ^ohhA 
weAr TVIAT -^Mh^ A^Aih. 

I Asked Kt>i if ^>d<ILlJED-rt^e s^lder^ Ahd Ke 
SAid Ke WASh*+ sure. \\e SAid -rf^e s^ideVANlSHED 
Af-ter Ke Ki+ i+. 
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Viell; PdJ s s+ory ^re+^ mocK ^urtrdh+eej -^(xi I 
wooldh + t>e t»sih0 ourBATVlROQ^a^ih^ ei-tV»er. 
Luckily^ -d^ere was «»h outdoor sKower -d^e ^ool. 

Prtd seemed ^retiy sKokeh u^ l>y wKot Ko^^ehed 
witl^ tKe s^ider^ ohd Mom soid Ke should lie 
dowh rthd take <x -few dee^ treot^s. TK^t s wKeh 
Mrthhy come Wk witK Kis tertcK ^«*il; Ahd Ke 
sKowed Horn wK<*t Ke Kdd collected. 

I t^ihk Mom WAS ex^ctih^ t^ere to t)e a tuhcK 
of sertsKells ih -rf^e Wket, W it was filled to ti^e 
trim wi-rt^ permit crrtts; shrtilsj rthd «I1 sorts of 

OTWER livih^ t^ih^s. 
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+Kese crert-+ures were crawlih^ dll over our 

mTTRESS. 


Moro scooped u^ crf+ters ih+o -rf^e i)ucke+ 
dhd fold Mdhiry \\t couldv^+kee^ -tf^ese <xs 


PETS; l>u+ Ke didr> + seen +o uhders+dhd. 
sKe +ook ■ikie i>ucke+ dowh +o -H^e wd+er +o le+ 


•+k»en 



Mon heeded d wd^ +o dis+rdc+ Mdhhy^ so sKe +ook 
Kin dowh +0 -tKe Ac-Hvi-Hes Hu+ +o see wKd+ kihd 
of sWI -^ty Kdd for li+tle kids. I wdh+ed +o do 
nore -tKdh JuS+ lie drouhd ih d cdi>dhd dll dd^; So 


T +d00ed dloh^ wiHK Mon. 
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ohe rtc-HVt-y II redlly ry se+ oh was 
swimmih^ wi-t^ dol^^ihs. Ahd f^th re^soh X 
wah-ted +0 doTVIAT WAS so X*d KaVc some-^Mh^ +o 

rul> ih Fowley s -face wKeh X 30 + WIc Kome. 



Bu+ -ri^e d+ -tFe Ac'hVJ'hes said ■d^A+ 

swtmn'h^ wi'd^ dol^l^ihs WAS rcAlly ^o^uUr Ahd i+ 
WAS +o+Ally i)ooked. Horn Asked i-f we could si^h u^ 
■for NEXT dA^; W -t^ie ^uy -told Ker i-t was 

sold out -for -tFe wKold^/EEK. 
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wdsh'i wors+ ei-rt\er. All rertlly 
FUN s-hrf-fj Itke je+ skiih^ rthd ^drrtSrtilih^; wrts 
ohly rtVrti1dki>le oh Vldd Side. A^^d aII -rikANE 
rtc-hVt-Hes were oh -rf^e Hid Side. 


1-LI M I I I I I I I I I 

• __„ —_ ■ 



__ _ _ • 

MILD SIDE 
ACTIVITIES 

DOLPHIN SWIM 

BRD-WATCHING 

WINDSURFING 

SNORKELJNG 

PADOLE BOARDING 

jOti r iIat^iIam^ 

NATURE WALK 

BANANA BOAT 

«l 

T\mi LE HATCHING 

• 

M 1 M 1 1 1 M 1 1 M 


But Horn di'dh + seem totfiered. Sl^e sighed os o^ 
For TWOrtc-hVi-ties^ Iwhohe* toof ohd •4>e 
-torrie K<»'tcWh 0 . 


Mom WdS ESPECIALLY exd-ted dtout tF>e iwihrthd 

l)od+. SKe said we could use +Ke picture as our 
Family Christmas card ahd sehd i+ out +o everyohe 
wKeh we ^o+ Wk Korne. 
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X'l' seemed like <x ^re+ty corvy ided -l^E^ W X 
^oess ho+fiih^ coold i)e as i)dd as -tkie CKris+mdS 
cdrd Rowley s -fdmily seh+ -^Ris yetir. 



Mom +old me X heeded +o ^ ^e+ Rodrick^ so X 
used "d^e ma^ +o -fihd my wy +o -t^e 'Teeh Zohe. 
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Bif+ X could Ve -fouhd tWlTWOUT <x 



Some of -feehs were Volleytwtil ih -t^e 

^ool^ ahd Rodricjc was ohe of +Ken. Bu+ +l^e ^Ar^e 
WAS ^Aused i)ecAuse ohe of -d^e ^irls ^p+ Ker li^ 
rih^ s+uck ih -rf^e he+^ Ahd Rodrick was Kel^ih^ 

Ker ^e+ uh+Ah^led. 











































I iold Kodricic we heeded +o of>, W Ke di'dh+ 
seem +o ht ih ahy Korry +o leove. X -fiVvAlly ^o+ Wr' 
+0 come wiHf> me^ W X ^rAc-hmlly Kod -^^0 
Kim AWrty -from Kis Volleyi)all ^ame. 


vie me+ everyohe else dowh Ky -tKe wo+er, wKere 
•+Key were ^e+tih^ -frHed -for li-fe jocke+s. Mom 
^rtVe Ker camera +o -iKe ^oy wKo was Kel^ih^ 
-iKem ahd asked Kim +o sha^ a ^ic+ure wKeh we 
^ssed i>y. 



vie ^0+ ih -tKe wa-+er ahd climKed atoard "iKe 
Kahaha Koai^ wKicK was a+tacKed +o a s^eedi)oa+ 
i>y a ro^. Vie ^ave -iKe driver -tKe -lKumj>s-u^ 
si0hal; ahd we +ook off. 
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Ohce we left sKrtllow vioMr, we s+tur+eci +o ^ick 
s^ej. Tl\e wrt-fer was kihd of cKo^^y^ so i+ was 
Kard Kolciih^ oh. “Tkeh we W+ a i>i0 wave^ ahd all 
-ifiree of us toys weh+ flyih^ off. 'Tt»e driver Kad 
+0 drcle arouhd so we could tack oh. 



ViKeh we ^0+ moVth^ a^ih^ we weh+ -it^rou^K "d^e 
area wKere -^ty Kad a wa+er •tram^olihe^ ahd kids 
s+arfed usih^ our tahaha toa+ as 3 ~ARGET. 



13 ^ 







ohe s+u^ij kid Uhded smtick th mddle of 
our l?oc 3 k+ rthdPUNCTURED i+. 



trthdihrt was losih^ air •fast; dhd driver 
K^d +0 +0W us Wk +0 sKore. *Tf>e ^uy -d>rt+ Hon 
^rtVe l^er canera +o +ook a ^ic+ure^ WI kihd o^ 
doul>+ weVe ^hhA use i+ -for our CKris+nas cord. 


Sea4o*i 'd ^tee^u£^ 



^UUtf 


liS 






A'f'fer we dried of-fj sand we should some 
luhcK. B(/+ -rt^e couple -from -d^e ^Uhe Kod already 
+a|ceh our cataha^ ahd ea-hh^ outdoors a^fh 
didh + seem like sucK a ^ood idea ahyway. 



I realized we Kadv^+eateh a real meal -for two 
DAYS^ ahd I didh t wahha eat ahywKere tk»at X 
Kad to worry atout ahimals attackih^ my -food. 

Pad said we sKould 30 to tKe ^ol-f clui>Kouse^ 
l)ecause it was tk>e ohly ihdoor restauraht oh tKe 
resort. £.veryohe seemed to like tKat idea^ so 
tKat s wKere we weht. 
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wKeh we ^o+ +o +Ke clt»t)|\ouse^ ■^\\t mtihrt^er 
SrtiJ -^ty couljh +stryt us. \\t said clul>Kouse 
Kdkd rt dress code ohd -rt^^^+^uys K^d +o wear 
colUred sWrts Ahd worieh K«*d +o vvear dresses. 



Pe»d +old "d^e mdihrt^er we didh'HAVE'd^ose 
-tV»(ry^S; ahd "d^e nahdi^er s«id we could 
^urcKrtse -H^em 0+ -^^e sl^o^. But Pad said 
collared sWrts cost -fifiy dollars eacK ahd •4>ere 
was ho WAYKe was ^hha tuy -four of jus-l- 

so we could KaVe luhc|\. 


So we Kad +o fihd aho+Ker ^Uce +o ea+. Rodrick 
wah+ed +o jus+ K<*Ve some Ko+ do^s ih +Ke "leeh 
Zohe^ ku+ Mom said s^e wah+ed +o ea+ luhcK as 

a FAMILY. 
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X wrts ^re+ty sure served turners rthd -frits 
rt+ -rf^e swiro-u^ t>rtr rt+ -rf^e ^oot so we weh+ -d^ere 
+0 cKecjc i+ out. But X Kdd secohd 't^ou^^+s <»l>ou+ 
ert-hh^ d+ -rt^e ^ool ohce we ordered. 1+ was like 
KrtVih^ A meal ih o i)rt-4rhd> wi-4> <» i>uhcl^ of ^eo^le 
you doh+khow. 



A'^d i+ wrtSh'+jus^PEC^LE^ ei-4>er. Il^ere was 
ac-+ually a MONKEY si-Hih^ a+ o^er ehd of 

•4>e W. 
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Pdd dsked -t^e l>(»rteh(ler *{>00+ +Ke riohkey; dhd 
sKe +olci os wKole s«ci s+ory. SKe Srtid -H^is 
rnohkey used +0 live ih «* fci^ -tree oh -tf^e resort witf\ 
A i>uhcK ofOTVIERmohlceyS; «»hcl Ke was kihd 
of like tfyeir leader. But tf>eh ti^yOUNGER 


nohkey came aloh^ ahd kicked Kim out. 



"IKe mohkey didh t KaVe ahy ^lace to so ohe day 
Ke came to tKe {>arj ahd ^eo^le started Kuyih^ Kim 
drihks. Ahd Ke*s Keeh comih^ Wk every d«»y sihce. 


I really didh t khowWMAT to tKihk after 
Kearih^ a story like tK^kt. 
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All I khew -Tor sore was 1 JiJh+-feel ^rert+ 
rti)oo+ ert-Kh^ luhcK wWle si-Hih^ ih riohkey wd+er. 

'l^^ere wds some sort of shorts ^dme oh 

TV, dhd everyohe d+ -rf^e Ur seemed really ih+o 
i+. Bert somehow Hdhhy ehded o^ wi- 4 > remote 
coh-trol, dhd U cUh^ed +U cUhhel +o a sKow 
for li-ttle kids. 



'^yftxydrMt wdh-ted Hahhy +o cUh^e tk>e cKdhhel 
BACK, i)trt wUh Hdhhy wdh+s +o wdHxiK ohe of 
Kis sKows, 'hais+ me, tfveres hotfiih^NYONE 
cdh do dtoo+ i+. 


iTo 



















“TKe ^eo^le ad -^le iwr were reojy hSIOT^ so 
Mom scoo^d Mrthvy rthci we ^o+ ou+ of "iV^ere 
te-fore X eveh fiWsKecl my W^er. 



Rodrick weh+ Wk +o +Ke ^eh Zohe^ rthd Horn 
rthd Prtd +ook Hrthhy +o sui+e so \\t could +rtke 

d hrt^. 
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I redlly JiJh+wdh+ +o ^ Wk +o +Ke room dhj 
risk nuhWh0 ih+o -H^a+SPIDER so X deciclecl 
+0 s^ehj -rt^e rest e^-f-fenrvDoh ih Arce^de. 

X Krtd +0 pTrtke coihs X*d collec-ted iri 
'Treasure Pive Us+ -hvo ohd <» K*l-f Kours. Biri- 
4>ere were some kids Ih -tkie orcode w^io couldVe 
Us+ed -for DAYS Ih •iViere wl- 4 ioci+ s^ehdlh^ oil of 



ViKeh 1+ s+or+ed +o ^e+ d^rk^ X floored X 
should Kedd Wk +0 -tk»e room. Bu+ X roh ih+o 
Mom^ Prtd; rthd Hc»hhy oh ^fie foo+ya-d^ Kolfway 
U-tweeh -rf^e arcade dhd oor i>uildih0. 
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Mon Srtid we were dll ^ohhd dowh +o <x i>oh-fire 
oh +Ke i)edcK^ dhj d-f+er +Kd+^ we were ^ohhd 
wd+cK +Ke +urrie i>«+c^ih^. Bid 1^$+ we heeded 

+o^ihdRODRlCK. 

"IKiS +irne weALLweh+ ih+o +l^e “leeh Zohe +o 
look -for Wn. how i+ wds ^re-Hy ddrk^ 
so t+ WdSh + edsy +o S^o+ l^in. Btrt wKeh 
X doh + -if>ihk Ke wdS +oo -ik>rilled +o see us. 



Oh -rt>e wdy +0 +Ke i)edcK; Horn +old Kodrick -Hm's 
wdS d FAMILY Vdcd-hohj dhd i+ wdSh'+ -rf^e -hne or 
^Idce -for "-feehd^e rondhce.” 
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Rojrtck SrtiJ -rt^is wi-rt^ -rt^e was 

SERIOUS rthd -^y ^Uhhed +o s^hd <xs mucK 

+irTe AS -rt^ey could io^e-d^er. 

X WAS kihd of surprised/ WcAuse X •4>ou0l^+ 
Kodrkilc would i>e -tunr^ed of-f i)y wKole ideA o^ 
romAhce A-f+er s^hdih^ a -few dAys a+ resort. 
ViKo khows? HA^be ohe dAy Kell be bAck +o tKiS 
^Uce wiHK RIS -fiXt^Ay. 



vie ^0+ dowh +0 tKe beAcK/ wKere a buhcK of 
•fAmlies K^d ^AtKered Arouhd a boh-fire. Btrt f{\t 
ex^eriehce wASh + -fuh becAuse of tKBUGS. A+ 
•first- i-t WAS tKe ^hA-tS; wKicK -flew ih our e^s 
Ahd rnoutKs. 




i+ WAS -rt^e sahd -flertS; wU'cK l)i+ our ohlctes. 

A^^cl "^eh i+ WAS -ti^l^OSQUITOES^ wWcK 
were -rf^e size of Kurw^h^tirds. 



ViKoeVer cArie wr^ ■rt>e idea of cAllih^ -ri^is ^Uce 
"^rrtdise ' rius+Ve K^d a ^ood sehse of Kurior. 
Back \\omt, Kurw»h jjeih^s Ate a+ -rf^e +o^ of -rf^e 
■food cKAih. Bert A-f XsIa de QyfAles^ eVery4>ih^ 

eA+s PEOPLE. 




X wds cie-fiht-+ely rtA^y +o tdck +o +Ke room; 
tecAose rt+ le<»s+ THERE I ohly Kdd +o cle«»l 
wi-rt^ ONEi>u0. Bu+ -rt^eh -rt^e hm+ure ^mde corie 
-tVirou^K Srtid rth^ohe wKo Si^heci +o see H^e 
•turHe heeded +o -follow l^er -to -d^e dohes. 

'Tl^e hfS-ture ^oide ex^Ulhed we were rttocrl- -to 

see. SKe soid • 4 >«»+«» no^V^er -turtle di^s <x Kole ih 
-tf>e Srthd dohes dhd Hf»eh \<xys e^s ih i-fj dhd a -few 
noh-rt^s Id+er^ e^d-lATCH. Tbeh -rt>e l>rti>y 
-turtles l^ertd “to -t^e ocerth. 


SKe sKowed us « li+tle ^ile o( wKi-te e^s Wied ih 
-tV>e duhes ohd Srtid -tViere werLOTSof ^iles jus+ 
like -tV^is ohe. S|\e soid "tV^e ^rotlem wos we 
doh -t khow exrtc-tlyWHEN-tV>e e^s will Ko'tcK. 
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WdsDARKocrl-^ dhd X WAS A-frdid X WAS 
^ohhA Accideh+Ally s+e^ oh Ah e^. So X +ook a 
•few s+e^s Wk +0 ^e+ otd o-f +Ke WAy, Ahci w^eh 
X di'X sorne+Kih^ crohc^ed uhder ry -foo-t. 



Luckily^ i+ WAS jus+ A seAsKell. Birt s+tll^ rvy 

s-tonAcK WAS ihKNOTS. 

XVi ho+ A -fAh of^ re^-tiles ih ^eherAl^ W X 
decided X would nAke Ah exce^-Hoh -for iur-Hes. 


LeVs -f Ace i+‘ Xhe ohy reASoh we were ou+ +Kere 
+0 wa+cK +Ke ijA^y Hurries KaHc^ was tecAuse 

H^ieyVe CUTE. 
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'Trus+ mt, i-f -rtMS WAS (SNAKE i+ 

woold i)e A +o(+Ally cli-f-fereh+ si+uA-Hoh. 


Jos+ wl\eh I WAS ^e-Hih^ reAcly +o -fell Hon we 
sKould ^ive uy Ahd Wk +o our roon^ e^s 
s+Arted ohe ohe. 




£.veryi)ocly ^o+ really exd+ej/ W -rt>e ha+ure ^oij 
+olcl us +0 s+ay <^uie+ ahd ^e+ ou+ of way. SKe 
said -tfie +urHes fihd 'd^eir way +o -d^e oceah i)y 
seeih^ -rf^e moohli0K+ reflec-Kh^ oh -tfie wa-fer. 


e 


Bert everyohe j^hored 'ifie ha-k»re ^uide ahd turhed 
oh -d^eir cell ^Kohes^ ahd camera li^|\+s made 
•4>e -turtles ^ every w|\icK way. 



Mom was really eh+Kusias-tiCj because sKe said we 
were wi-thessih^ +Ke "miracle of life.” S^e asked 
wKere Rodrick v/<xs, W ho ohe khew. Pad said 
+l^e las+ time Ke saw Rodrick^ Ke was ih +Ke +all 
^rass ih -rf^e duhes. 





“rt^dVs w^ere we -Touhcl 



SHOULD VEteeh ehj of hi^K+^ 

i>u+ i+ w«»sh*+. VJ^eh we ^p+ Wk +o -tf\e roon^ we 
•foohd out Hrthiry K^d ^ocke+ed ohe of -d^e 
-harries wKile ho ohe was lookih^^ so Pd^d K^^d +o 
i)rih^ i+ oil vtfxy Wk +o W WcK +o se+ d-free. 
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"Thorsclrty 

X Hon wrtSh*+ +00 wiH^ -^e way our 
•frtnily Vrtcd+oh was ^oiVy^ So -far, Wause a-f+er 
i>rertk-fas+ s^e said sKe was ^hha +ake a "s^a day.” 


”lKa+ souhded like oGREAT idea +o rne^ ahd X 
+old Hon X was ^hha +a^ aloh^. XVe always 
wah+ed +o ^e+ a nassa^e^ ahd I -Ti^ured +Kis was 
ny i)i^ c^hce. 



Bi+ Hon said s^e heeded +ine -tyERSELF ahd 
-rt^e res+ of us were oh our owh. 11 \a+ neaA^/E 
Kad +0 wa+cK Hahhy. 


151 





































Ohce Hon le-f+; -^rtt of us -h^ied +o figure 
(xrf wl^«»+ +0 do. Hrthyy was +oo nucK +o Krthdle^ 
so X so^es+ed we jos+ dro^ Wn off d+ -d^e 
Toddlers* CrtUhc* c»hd le+ ■rt^e ^^le w^io worked 
■+k>cre dcrtl wi'd^ Km. 



pod liked +K<*+ idert; i)ec(»use Ke soid Ke woh+ed 
+0 ^e+ ih A workoirt <»+ -tKe ^yn. He +old ne ohd 
Kodrick we were res^ohsii>le for ^e+tih^ Homy +o 
•+Ke Toddlers* GiKrthrt; ohd -^^eh Ke le-f+. 

TKe +ook os ri0K+ ^<*5+ ^Ke wdll -tK<*+ 
se^rtro+ed our K^l-f^ -from -tKe Vlild Side. X 
sone kids were -hyih^ +o ^e+ a ^ek <>+ wKrt+ was 
over -tKere^ W -^Ke UhdscaYers ^u+ a sto^ +o i+. 
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X rtsked Rodrrck wKa+ \\t -d^ou0l^+ wds oh 
o4»er side^ ohd Ke said Ke alre^dyKNEW. He 
Srtid some of Kis friehds ih “leeh 2 ohe +old 

Kim + 1 ^ 0 + dillSORTSof crozy sivff ^oes oh 

over -H^ere ohd -H^ere s eveh <x l>ertcK wKere ^^le 
suhl><»- 4 >e wi- 4 >otr|- <xY\y clones oh. 

He Sdi'd i^ere s dHOUEih -d^e wall dhd if you look 
-rt^rou0^> d, you cdh see -rt^e o4>er side. 3 trt-1 
khew Kodrick was jus+ -hyih^ +o -Mck me^ Wcouse 
Ke*s fold me -tf>is kihd of -tVvih^EFORE. 
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Ohe summer wKeh we were «+ +owh ^ool; Ke 
+olcl me -rt^rt+ i-f I peeked over -tiMS cihderilocjc 
walk I could see ih+o -H^e Udies* locker room. 


vieit X Believed ‘^'^d Xve Wh ■tryih^ +o 

erase ima^e -from my mhd ever sihce. 



vie t>rou^K+ Hahhy +o +l^e “I^dlers* Caiwha; 
ahd -rt^e kids ihside were makih^ ^u^^+s. I +old 
•4>e ^ersoh ih cKar^e we were dro^^ih^ our li++le 
i)ro-lk>er o(-f {or tky dhd we*d W Wk la+er. 

'The couhselor said ohiy re<^uiremeh+ -for a 
dro^-oH was -rt^ai -rf^e kid was ^o+iy-h^aihed^ 
ahd X +old hiri Hahh^AS. 
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Btrl Mrthvy nost rertlly ho+ K«*Ve wah+ecl +o rirtice 
tecrtuse \\t ^o+ Kif^el-f ou+ of i+. 



Kodrick said X Kod +o wa+cK Hohvy t^YSELF^ 
tecduse Ke was ^ohhd c^eck ocrh -rf^e dc-hVi-hes 
ih -d^e "leeh 2ohe. But X khew \\t wdS just 
-d^ere +o meet- u^ witk> tk><»t- ^rl. 


X wdS hot- t-Kdt- X 50+ stuck witk> Mdhhy. 
X di'dh t Wdht to tdke U'm to tV>e t)edcK; Wcduse 
Ke*d just stdrt collectih^ ^ts d^dih. 


So X took Kim to tKe Firdte PUy^ldce^ wKicK wdS 
d s^ldsK zohe for little kids. 
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WAS rtc+urtiyPERFECTj i)ec(Jiose X could 
reUx oh «louh^e cKoi'r «hd kee^ oh oh Hohhy 
wKile Ke ^Uyed. I eveh ordered grilled cKeese 
sahdwtcK dhd some -frehcK -fries -from « wrti+er wKo 
crtme i>y. 

But X wash-f ai)le -to tY\jy^ ry meal. Some kids oh 
•4»e f^hia-iure ^ira-+e sW^ -f^ured ou+ i-f 
blocked ohe of^ -t^e wa+er cahhohs^ -^ty could make 
o4>er ohe sKoo+TWiCEas -far. 



156 















So X +0 rioVe +o <* looh^e c^Ai’r wds 
•frtrrt\er awAy. Bu+ wKeh X sa+ Jowh^ X realized 
X l^ad lost -h'ack o-iMANNY. X eveh-k«lly 
s^ot+ed Kif^ ih -d^e middle o( -d^e wadih^ ^ool^ all 
Wmsel-f. 



X krew X Kad +o ih -H^ere ahd ^e+ l^im^ W X 

really didrv + WANT +o. VJi-4> 'iVye humW li++le 
kids ih Yoo\, X khevEXACTLY wKa+ was ih 
-rt^a+ wa+er. 


ViKeh X was li-Hle; X osed +o ^ee ih -rt\e taty ^ool 
all -rt^eTlNE. Xh •fac+; 4vere s a -framed ^Ko+o of 
me ih -d^e -family room usih^ ^ool as a ^o+iy. 
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Mom stxys i+'s Ker -favorf-te ^ic-k»re of me^ t)ecrtose 
I look soHAPPY. Bu+1 ve hever +olcl KerWMY. 



Ohe summer^ ^u+ some chemical ih ^ool 
•4><»+ •lunr^ej ^reeh if ahyohe ^eej. So ^(/+ oh 
ehd + 0 TI-IAT. 
















X heeded +o -fi^ort out <x way to ^et to Mdhhy 
wi+Kout" tooc^ih^ t-^e wa+er^ so X -fouhd o ra-ft 
dhd«» ^ool hoodie rthd paddled out to 



But X ohly ridkde it |>rtl-fwAy across wKeh a tuhcK 


of little kids deoded it would i>e fuh to climi> ohto 
ry raft. X tried fi^Ktih^ tV>en off wit^^ tV>e 
hoodie^ i>ut tf»ere were just tofiiANY of tV>en. 















"Theh -hertmed +o H0VER. 





I ^ 0 + Mrthhy o(/t of -rt^e ^ool dhd +Keh s^eh+ 
-Hveh-ty m'htrfes scrt»i)t)ih^ every ihcK o/ ry tody ih 
-tt>e oirl-door slower. 



Bu-|- -fiVe seconds d-f+er I -fiWsKed dryih^ of-f, 

X wds WET rt^ih. The kids ih ihe ^irdHe sW^ 
•figured ocrt -dvAi i-f -thiey ^lug^edTWOcdhhohS; 
-thiey could ^e+ sof^ERlOUS rdh^e. 
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ViKile X wrts dryih^ of-f SECOND+tme; we 

turned ih+o Horn. A*^d A-f+er |>er morhih^ (»+ +Ke 
s^; s^e seemed like a wKole hew ^rsoh. 


Sl^e Se»id ■ri^A+ wKile sKe was ^e+tih^ Ker m^ssa^e; 
sKe came wi-lk» <GREAT idea -for Kow we coold 
s^hd +ime as a -famiy. S^e looked a ^riva+e cruise 
■for all of us, ahd sKe said i)oa+ was ^hha W 
a+ dock ih Kal-f ah Kour. 
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WdSh+<» lo+ of +ime^ so we +o s^li+ 

+0 irrtck dowh Pad ahd Rodrick. X +old Hon 
Pdkd wrts rt+ -rt^e so sKe weh+ -^trt +o 
^e+ Kin. 



X -foohd l^rick tmcMy wKere X ex^ec+ed +o^ 
rthd i)elieVe ne^ Ke owes ne -for ho+ le-Hih^ Hon 

^e+ +0 KinFiRST. 


vie ne+ Hon ahd Pod dowh <»+ -iKe dock. Pod 
w<»sh*+ +00 \vXYYy Hon^ l)ecrtose o^^direh+ly 
•+Kis i>ot)k+ COS+ rt lot oF nohey +o reh+. Bu+ Hon 
Srtid i+ W(»sWORTl-ii+; l)ecdose -^Kis cruise was 
^ ohhrt Ke +Ke Ki3Kli3K+ oF our +ri^. 


ViKeh X Kertr ^Ke word "crui^/’ X ^Kiv^k of « 


yrtcK+ or rt+ lerts+ rt sou^ed-u^ sailKorti. 
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Birl- -t^e l)od+ Hon reh+ej dijh + look like 

S^ddl. 


“Hie l>od+ cdne wi-4> i+s owh cd^+dih; so X 
•4>«»+ wdsSOtHETl-liNG. Vsl^eh we ^o+ oh todrd^ 
Ke Kdhdeci os dll ll-fe jdcke+s^ dhd d-f+er we 
4>e n oh; we gulled dWdy -frort dock. 


•rirs+ -rt>ih^ I ho+iced wds -d^di -tkie l)od+ K«*d 
d ^IdSS i>o++on; wKicK X WdS hot confor+di)le Wi- 4 > 

d+ALL. 
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'This i)od+ (JiJh+look like i+ WAS ih stxiK ^rerti 
sKrt^ +0 i>e^ih wi-rt^^ so I WAS worried -rt^e ^ass 
WAS ^hhdk crrtck <»hd we were all ^ohhrt sihk +o 
i>o++om of "d^e ocerth. 

llh frtc-f; if X K«»d +0 ^uess^ XU te+ 50% of all 
shipwrecks ore ^Uss-bo+tom W+s jus+ like -the 
ohe we were oh. 
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Ohce we ^o+ out oh t^Ke ocedh^ t’Ke CA^+rtih Asked 
Mom wKere sKe WAhted +o ^o. “The cA^tAih SAi’d 
+l^ere were some ^rJVAte isUhds we could ex^lore^ 
Ahd Mom SAt'd we sl^ould 30 +0 ohe oTViOSE. 


But 1 + ti»rhed out t-|\e "^i^iVAte” isUhds wereh't- 
reAiy ^riVAte^ so we didh't- to+Ker s+icjcih^ Arouhd. 



“The cA^+Aih SAid t-^»ere was a ree-f heArby t-^iAt- 
wASh't- usuaII^ crowded Ahd we could do some 
shorjcelih^. 


^At" meAht" we d KdVe to ^o ih+o +Ke Ac-hxJil oceAh 
wi+K aII t'KeOTI-lERs+uf-f swimmth^ Arouhd ih 
+bere; so I WASh + ih loVe wi+l^ iKe ideA. But- 
hobod^ else seemed cohcerhed. 
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Ohce we ^o+ cx/t +o rtt-f, -rt\e Jro^^J 

rthcW; AhJ Ke K«*hclecl us eocK a shorket «* riuisk^ 
rthd sorne -fli^^ers. 


I rtskej if Ke ^(i rthj^^ARPOONSor o4>er 
wert^ohs •4>rt+ we coulci use +o defehct ourselves 
from sUrks. 



He sad sharks doh +^ hear ret-fs, WI sad 
Id l>e+ if -d^ey saw a defehseless family s^lasWh^ 
arouhd; "tf^eyd l)e +o make ah exce^+ioh. 


He +od us +Ke reasoh +Ka+ sharks doh + come hear 
-tfie reefs is -d^a+ -rf^e coral SHARP ahd d^ai 
WE sKouIdh + +oucK i+; ei-rt>er. 
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was -iVieFlRST red Bert i+ ofy\ a 

wKole lot WORSE. 


He said tf>ere was a ^ret~ty ^ood cKahce we d see 
some stih^rays uhderwater. \\t said i+ wa0K+o 
toocK tV»eir -fihs W we sl^oold kee^ oor tf»umt>s 
away -from tj^eir motrtk>s^ Ijecause -rf^ey cah ms+ake 
tk>em -for -food ahd i>ite tV^em cleah of-f. 

"TKeh Ke said stih^rays* fails are ^oisoY>ous, so 
we should ^rotatly wafcK oirt -forTVlOSE; +oo. 
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'The crt^rtih wdSh+FINISI-IED; -th^oo^h. He 

SeJncl -rt^ere were <x i>ohch oOTVIER-H^ih^s we 
heeded +0 look out -for. "Theh he showed os whd+ 
everyihih^ looked like oh a chart. 



'There was some scary sWI oh that- thih^^ hot- it- 
washt- the Biggest creatures that- -freaked me 
out; it- was theSriALLEST ohe. Ahd that- was 
theBOX JELLYHSH. 


16 S 


X Srtw +KiS sKow called Viorld s Mos+ Vehomous 
Crea+ures/’ ahd K«»d +l^e W JellyfisK a+ 

+l^e +0^ of -d^e lis+. Xf you ^e+ stuh^ i>y ohe^ 
your Keari cah s+o^^ ahd 'rf^eh youVe ^re^iy 

nucK fiWsKed. 


WOmj>’S MOST VENOMOUS 

«1 

1 -xSi MK 

1 "Jtiufna, 


X +old Mom X di'dv^++Kir»lc i+ was wor+K risIciVv^ 
dea-H> jus+ +0 see a ^oldf’sK fVv +Ke wild. X +Kir>ic 
sl^e could +ell X was worried; t)u+ sl^e wouldr* + le+ 
me off +Ke Kook +Ka+ easy. 

SKe said X joS'l' heeded +o ^e+ ih +Ke waier loh^ 
ehou^K +0 +ake ohe family ^ic-tvre ahd +Keh X 
could ^ef Wk ih +Ke i>oa+. 
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Mom s+ill wdh-tej ^Ko+o -for C|\ris+mdis 
card; Ahd X could -fell sl^e wrtSh*-^^hhrt -feke "ho” 
•for rth Ahswer. 



X +old Mom X*d s-fey ih Jus-|- loh^ ehou^K -for 
ONE ^ic-fere^ dhd rf someohe BLINKED^ 
we»s Jus-h -feo^K luck. SKe c»^reedi ‘^'^d "t^eh we ^p+ 
ih wrt-fer ohe ohe. I w<xs l<»s+ ^ersoh ih. 
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crt^rtih couidh+ -fi^urt ou\ Kow +o work Mom s 
cdrierrt^ rthd \\t was +dkih^OREVER. 

X really didh + like -feelih^ of hot khowih^ 

w|>a+ was swimmh^ uhdenr>ea-lk> rne^ so X +ook a 
yeek ohderwa+er. I'm ^lad I did^ Wcause i+ was 
ac-kially kiV\d of Af^ZlNG. X could see wKy 
^^le liked shorkelih^ ahd scut)a diViVi^ so mucK. 








A school o/ i)l ue rthd ^reeh -fisK surroohded 

nC; <»hd "ri^e fisK were dortih^ all over -d^e ^Uce^ 
cKrth^ih0 direc-hohs -Iwo +(fnes a secohd. 

A+ -fi^s+ X 'lW^K+ i+ waCOOL^ W -iVieh 

I realtzed -^od -^Is Is Kow aWmals l>eKaVe wKeh 
-ri^eyVe -trylh^ +o avoid PREDATOR. 



I didh+see ahy sK«»rks ohderwa+er^ so I s+ar+ed 
scahhih^ sor-face -forFlNS. 


The ca^aih flhaiy -floored otrl- Homs camera ahd 
was ready +o +a|ce our ^lc-H*re; i>u+1 was already 
swimmih0 -for i>oa+. 
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Jos+ <x sert Korse swom ri0K+ froh-t ol 
ry mrtskv '+ surprised me. \Ay shorkel di^^d 
i>ehedi-lV» -rf^e sur-faccj ahd I acodeh+dlly took <» 
WUGE of wrtier. A^^d X'm ^S% sure X 
swallowed sea Wse aloh^i^/rn-li+. 



How X was ih a -full-tlowh ^ahic. X 'tfviVvk X 

mi^K+Ve ac+ually DROWNED t-f -ri>e ca^+aih 

K^dh + gulled me ih+o -d^e i>oa+. 

















Ohce X wrts oh Wrd^ X cou^Ked lot of 
we»-ter W ho sert Worses. 

Moro climW rtWrd +o -fihd ou+ wKd+ WrtS wfoh^. 
SKe could see X w<»sh+lookih^ so ^ood; <*hd sl^e 
+old crt^+dilh we should 30 Wk +0 resort 
so X could ^e+ cWked out i)y o doc+or. A'kter 
everybody else climbed ih^ we Keaded back. 


Xhe ride was rertlly cKo^^y^ rthd i-f X Kddh + 
ALREADY beeh sick/ wouldVe dohe i+. 



vie mode ^d "Kme/ dhd co^rtih dro^^d us 
of-f rt+ 4»e dock. 


He Krtd rtlrertjy cdllej dKedcl +o +Ke resort s 
doc+oo wKo WAS wrtitiih^ -for us. VJ^eh X +old Kim 

wKrtt K«»cl Krt^^r>ecl^ X tKou^K+ -foSUREKe 
WAS ^ohhrt sehd me to tKe hec»rest Kos^ital to ^et 
my stomacKX-re*yed. 


But Ke cKecIced me out ohd soid X seem^K. 

'TKe'^ Ke told me it wrtSh*t Very likely X swallowed a 
seA Korse dhd X*d i>e ^er-fectly -fihe. 



X really didr>*t like Kow casual tKis ^uy was i)eih^ 
aKout tKe wKole tKi*^^. X*^ -f^ct; Ke seemed a lot 
more cohcenned witK Mom ahd Pad tKor* Ke did 
witK HE. 
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"The doc+or +ook a look <*+ rthd said i+ 
looked like -^ty were seasick. Tf>eh Ke ^ave -lk>em 
eacK a ^ill ahd said "rt^ey d -feel W-Her a-f+er -^ty 
^0+ a li+ile rest. 



All I cah stxy is^ i-f ah^H^ih^ K^^^rvs +o ne la+er 
oh; 11^0^ -tkiis doc+or khows \\t Kad a cKahce +o 

DO some-lk»ih^ ai>out i+; tift DIDN*T. 



Moro ahd Pad -foohd a -few tmyfy looh^e cKairs i)y 
^oolj ahd we sa+ dowh +o rest. 
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Birl- -t^eh -rt>e Pirec+or of Foh cdne -rt^roo^K wi+K 
d coh^ lihC; dhd Ke -Med +o ^e+ us +o Joih. 


He couidh+ +d|ce d Kih+/ ^i^d ke|>+ drclih^ 

our dred. Btrt \\t s+o^^ed cold wKeh hcrhced 
S0fne-dMV»3 iVv Hdhlry s ^dil. 




























looked +oMElike <x cleAr ^Us-Hc i>A^ •floA-tih^ 
ih -rf^e WA-fer. Bu+ -rf^e Pirec+or of Foh lif+ed "ri^e 
^Ail +0 +Ake A closer look. 


1+ -Kfnr>ed ou+ 1 + wASh*+ a ^Us+ic cALL. 1+ 

WAS A JELLYFISW. Av^d ho+jos+ANY 
JellyftsK; ei-tk^er. was (BOXjellyfisK. 



'The Pirec+or of Foh rAh +o Hf>e heAres+ life^uArd; 
who s+Ap+ed i)lowih0 her whis+le. 1heh aII -rt\e 
o-iher life^uArds s+Ar+ed hlowih^TI-lElRS. A^^d 
you hrtVe hever seeh so nAhy ^^le ^e+ ou+ of a 
^ool so FAST. 


173 














\^y •frtmy decided i+ rTi0K+ i>e <» ^ood ideo -for us 
+0 ^e+ out of -d^ere^ too. 


Oh our v/<xy Wk to -d^e room; we hoticed tK<»t 
Rodrick wASh^t witk> us. Horn -d^ou^Kt \\t ^rotatly 
Shuck off to Krth^ out wi-iR t^t ^irl; kut wl^eh 
we weht to 1eeh Zohe^ Ke WASh't tKere. 

^dVs wKeh we rertlized hoW^ K^d seeh Rodrick 
ih rt WHILE. frtct; X didh t rememW Wm 

i>eih^ oh ti^e i>oc»t ride Wk from -rf^e reef. A^^d 
hei-tRer did Mom or Pod. 


17 ^ 









nerth+ Ke was s+ilDUT +Kere. 


So we rrth Wk +o Jock as 10 $+ as we coul J. 
Our i>oc»+ wrts dirertJy ou+ oh dho 4 >er i)u+ 

Moro +dlkej +0 ^uy wW o^ero-fej -tkie Whdhd 
t)od+ dhj +olJ Kim wKd+ Krt^^eheJ. Vie climi>ej oh 
t)odrJ -iKe s^eJ{>od+; dhj Ke +ook us +o -tKe ree-f. 


Sure ehou^K; we -fouhj Kojrick exdc-Hy wKere we 
left Kim. He WdALlVE^ t)u+ Ke wdS ds rej ds 



ISO 







ViKeh we ^0+ ix*ck +o +Ke rtsor^, +Ke doc+or 
SAtd Kodricjc KacI suh ^otsohih^ c»hcl heeded +o 
drihk lo+s of wdk+er dhd some res+. 'Tkeh W 
^c»ve Horn A i)o++le o-f rtloe +o Kel^ Fodrick wi-d> 
Kis i>urh. 



Bu+ -ri^e Aloe didh + reAlly seem +o Kel^ Fodrick. 
Mom seh+ PAd +o -d^e s+ore +o -fihd some-d^'h^ 
woold^ Ahd we s^h+ -t^e res+ of hi^K+ +Akih^ 
-k»rhs rui)i)th^ ^o^sicles oh Fodrick's Wk. 






















Vriitxy 

hex+ riorWh^^ Pad weh+ ocrh +o ^e+ dihff4>er 
i)ox of ^o^SicleS; dhd Ke came Wk wi-d^ some 
hews. \\t Srtid -rt^ey l^od draihed wl^ole ^ool +o 
•fthd -tl^e jelly^sK; ohd were jus+ s+arth^ +o 

refill i+. Birt i+ would i)e •tkyreDAYSWore i+ 
wrts ready +o use. 



14>ou^K+ i+ would i)e smart for us to Kde out ih 
tf>e suite for tf>e rest of tf>e tri^^ Wcause ^^le 
would ke lookih^ for tf»e far»»1y wKo ruihed everybody 
else s Vacatioh. But Horn said we wereh t ^hha 
s^ehd tf»e rest of our fme ihdoors. 
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SKe +ol(l PdJ \\t sKoold irtke Mohhy +o +Ke Ft’rd-fe 
FUy^UcC; rthj sKe +olcl me +o see wKrt+ rtc-hvi-hes 
were ^Uhhed ih -rf^e 'iWeh Zohe. 


X di'dr*+rertlly wohi +o ^ Wk ou+ -^^ere; W X 
^uess i+ wrts te-Her riskih^ <»ho4>er roh-ih 
wt- 4 > solder. 



X weh+ dowh +o 'iWeh Zohe^ Ko^ir>^ 
rtc-hvi-iy mi 0 K+ i>e <x Video ^me com^-H-Hoh or 
some-rt>ir»^ like Bu+ -rt\e coohselor wds 
roohdih^ everyohe +o ^UyTENNlS. 


A+ •fi'^st X *^^00^^+ rti)ou+ +urWh0 oroohd^ Wause 

X wrtSh+ih -tkie mood +o ^e+ dll swed-ty. 
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'Theh X remenWed -^(xi Rowley +ehWs <*+ 
Kis cooh+ry clui)^ ohd X ^^>000^+1+ n(0l^+ i>e -fuh 
■for me +0 lertfh so -tRe -hvo of us could Ki+ some ImIIs 
rtrouhd over -tRe summer. 



+ehWs courts. 
































X 4^000^+ Kodr^ wrts +0 s\<xy dhd -hertcK 

us Kow +0 ^\(xy. Bu+ -rt^e secohj we were aII -rt^rou^K 

-rt^e ^rt+e A+ -rt^e -khhis courts Kt.OCKEDt+. 



'T}>rt+s wKeh I rediltzej -H^ese "rtc+ivi-ties” were 
JOS+ <x way +0 ^e+ kids oi/+ of -H^eir ^oreh+s' \\air 
■for a -few ^>oors. 

^e +ehhis court was a ^idh-CAGE^ dhd we were 
Usicdlly ih ^risoh for -rt>e hext ^>our rthd a Kolf. 
A^^d we couldh t eveh tehhis aryway^ i)ecrtuse 
Kodri^p didh t leave us witf\ ah^pACKETS. 
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He JiJ ledVe os wi-HBALLS^ 1 ^^ere nus+ 

KdVe i)eeh -rt^ree Kohjrecl of -rt^em ih a Wkei ih 
-rt^e midclle of court. At’ firsts kids stcirted 
cdtcK^ i)ut (+ didh t take loh^ for it to 
turn ih+o a ^rtht- free-for-rtll. 



X took cover i)y tfie fehce witfi some otfier kids 
wKo didv^ t- wrthhrt ^et Wt" iV\ tfie face witfi <x tehWs 
i)c*ll. But (x\\ tfydt did WdS ntJike uFARGETS. 


So we stdr+ed f^l^tih^ACK. Somebody f^ured 
out Kow to tuna oh tfie toll mocWhe^ ohd we used 
it- +0 defehd ourselves. 
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heVer oh wihhih^ side of -d>is kihd of -t^ih^^ 
dhd I ^o++rt SAy, i+ WAS ac-Krtlly a lot ^?UN. 



Ohe of f{\t kids wKo was ih -d>e cohort lihe -d^e day 
i>e-fore reco^hized n^e ahd +old everyohe i+ wcfelY 
•faPTily s -faulf -d^ey l^ad +o draih -tf>e ^ool. 
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X ex^ldihed +o everyohe i+ was aII a 
A cd(leh+ Ahci 'rt^‘»+ ry li+tle trover Just WAhW a 
Jelly^sK AS A But I ^utss tV>ese ^uys were 
mAcl A^out t^e ^ool situAtioh; Ahd tV>ey were 
l^A^^y +0 KrtVe someohe +0 tUrie. 



X KacI +0 ^etOUT of tV>ere^ tut tt>e ^te was 
locked. So tt>e ohiy wAy to ^ over 1+ was to 

CQMB. 


Ih ^t>ys ed At- school; I cAh+eVeh ^et- 0^ tk>e 
rock waH t-Key K<»Ve ih t-^e ^yn. But how t-^At- my 
li-fe WAS oh tt»e lihe^ I scAled t-t>At- -fehce like I 

WAS SPiDER-mN. 
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A-f'ter I cledrej ■fe.Yyct, X roh +o -t^e 
couhselors' +o ^e+ Kel^. But Fodri^o was 

+o+ally USELESS. 



X didh + -feel sa-fe ou+doors airynore; so X rah 
i>ack +0 our Luildih^. 
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£.veryi>o(}y ih 
^0+ -rt^ere. 


/ -fdr^ly 


^ +Ke su-te w^>eh I 



Vsle were kihd of ih <* trtd s^o+. X didh + wrthhdi 
leave room, ahei Rodricjc couldh+t>e out ih 
suh avyway. 


Mom said maybe we should call o^-f -tri^ ahd 
biead back biome a day early. Bi/+ Pad said we ^aid 
a lo+ of mohey -for -ikkis Hri^ ahd Ke re-fosed +o leave 
•4>e resort uh+il we Kad at leasONEdeceht meal. 


Mohe of us wahted to eat at ah outdoor 
restauraht because of tb>e stupid birds. A»^d we 
couidh t eat at tb>e ^\f clubKousej because we 
didh t Kave tb>e clotk>es for it. 
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Jos+ +Kere was a loot) crosK oh -rt>e o+Ker 
side of -d^e roon. 


1)10 sui+crtse Wloh^ed +o sorieWy else 
was s^li+ o^h oh floor. A'^d -^trt were 

cloii^es EVERYWHERE. 



ViKoeVer -^s sui+case Wloh^ed +o rnus+Ve i)eeh a 
familyJUS+ like oS; Wcaose -tf>ere were clo+Kes ih all 
differeh+ sizes. 


B^r^ -tf>ey wereh + jos+ l)eacK clart>es. 'There were 
also -tfie kihd of clo4>es yoo*d wear +o church or a 
hice res+aurah+. 
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X looked Prtd^ di^d X could Hell Ke wds 
Hk»ihkih 0 wKrt +1 wrts -ri^hkih^’ “These clo 4 >es were 
our -HckeH Ho ^eHHih^ ih+o Hfve ^l-f cluhKouse. 

Mom said sh>e didrv H- -feel r^KH’ atouH wearih^ 
someohe else s cloHV>es. BuH Pad said Hk»aH a-fHer we 
were dohe usih^ Hkyem^ we*d ^ack eVeiy 4 >ih^ tack 
u^ ahd make sure Hk>e suiHcase ^ 0 + Ho Hk>e -famly iH 
teloh^ed Ho. 


I Hk>ihk Hk>aH made Mom -feel te-Heo so we 
sHarHed Hryih^ Hkiih^s oh. ohl^ ^er&)h wKo 
couidh H -fihd cloHt\es Ht»aH -f'd waRODRiCK. 

BuH Mom said Ke heeded +0 sHay covered u^ -from 
ni^e suh ahywa^; so sKe ^ave Kim a rote ahd a sKirt 
Ho ^uH oh over iH. 



IHZ 




















I ^o++A SAyt wKeh we s+e^^ej ou+ ol oor 
tulclih^, we looked ^re+i^WARP. Rodrick s 
ou+-ff+ eveh worked ih i+s owh way. 



vie walked ioward -rf^e cloi)Kouse^ ahd I ke^+ my 
eye ocrh -for ohy -h\^eehs wKo rni^Ki reco^Wze rne. Btrt- 
we muide i+ +o -tkie res+Aur<»h+ wi-d^ocrt- ohy roh-ihs. 
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TWIS +ime; -^ty le+ us ih. A*^<i X K^d test 
riertl X Ve ea-teh ih my wKole It-fe. 



A'f'fer we -fihisKed dessert; hohe of us really 
wahted +o Head Wk +o tf\e room. So we l^ad a 
li+tle -fuh oh tk>e ^u+tih^ ^reeh -first. 












-H^tr+Vy iS; ry -fAmil^EVERKrtS <* ^pod +ime 
+o^e-rt^er. So -for <x secohd -rf^ere X coold kihd of see 
Kow -Hm's family Vaca-Hoh is su^^osed +o work. 

Bu+ wKa+ XVe leanryed is -^^0+ ho^ih^ ^ood 
ever LASTS. A secorHy ^uard drove +o 

^irHih0 ^reeh ih a ^olf cart; ^o+ ou+^ ahd said we 
heeded +o come wi-tfy Kim. 



ViKeh Pad asked KimWMY^ -tKe secorriy^uard 
said -tKai ahodKer family a+ -tKe res+aorah+ Kad 
re^or+ed us for wearing -rt^eirCLOTVlES. 
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For (X secohi we Jiclh+khow wW +o Jo. 'Theh I 
rerTemWeJ wKa+ I learhe J Wk <»+ rtir^ort— 
wKeh He-f^fleys ^e+ ih -trouble^ Hc^-f-fleyRUN. 


II ^0+ ih Jriver s stad of secorHy ^uys 
^\f oxr-ff ry fixr^Ay ^ilej Ih^ rthj we +ook off, 
leoVth^ -J^e securi-ty ^uorJ Ih oor Jos+. 





Bui 11 - lurhs oul ikkrtl" <x ^f crtrl makes a lousy 
^e+away car^ es^dally if yourt cllmtlh^ WILL. 


'The securHy ^uar J cau^h+ u^ wllh us less lh>ah 
<x mihu+e Uler, ^^hJI Joh+-J^lhk he eVeh 
broke A swert+. 
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He rKJide os Wk +o our room dihd 
sui+cdse over +o -H^e -fomily i+ teloh^ed +o. VJe also 
K^d +0 re+um -d^e clones we were wedrih^^ dhd I 
^p++d stxy, i+ wdSh*+ our proudest momeh+. 
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Fersoholly^ I eni)rtrrdissrneh+ sKouU ve 

i)eeh ^uhisKrTeh+ ENOUGH. B(/+ -t^e securHy 
^oard Srtid -rt^d+ ish*+ +olerrt+ed «+ "ri^e 
resort ahd we K^td to oor i)c»^s <»hd leave tf^e 

^roohds immediately. 

pad tried to ex^laih w^ia-REALLYK<*^^v>ed; 
W tkiis ^uy wash't ih a listeWh^ mood. A^^d orice 
we Kdd all oor siu{-f packed; Ke drove os to tk>e 
airport HIl^ELF. 


ViKeh we ^ot to t^e airport. Pad weht to oor 
airlihe s costomer service desk ahd told tk>em we 
heeded to -fly Kome a day early. 



















Birl- -t^e cos+omer serVtce Udy said +Ka+ all 
•fli^K+s -for -ri^e day were sold ou+, ahd we were 
jos+^ohha KaVe +o wai+ uh-h 1 -t^EXT eVehih^ 
+0 -fly Kome. 



^a+ was a ^rotlem^ i)ecaose we didr>+^ave 
ahywKere ioSTAY -for +Ke 


pad called "rt^e airport Ko+el ahd "rt^ey said -d^ere 
was ohiy ohe roon available. So we s^h+ -rf^e last 
hj^Kt of our vacatioh ih a tihy room. A^^d X Kad 
to sKare a ted wi- 4 > Kodricjc^ w|^o was sticky -from 
^o^sicle juice. 



















Srt+urdrty 

ViKeh we woke h -H^e morWh^; X -figured we 
were th -for a loh^ day. Our -^110^+ wrtSh'+ uh-h1 
S*00 rthd "d^ere was hort^ih^ +o do <*+ 

•4>e dir^ort. But <»+ i>rertk-frts+; Mom ahd P^d 
surprised us. 


XKey soid we 
•for -tk>e i<xy. 


0ohhrt ^BACK-to -d^e resort 



Mom rthd Prtd Krtd +rtlked 1+ over hi0K+ W-fore^ 
rthd v^ei-H^er ohe -^^em liked tk^e VKxy K<»d 
ehded. Xhey deeded -^ty woh-ted +0 We <» "do 


over” rthd leave oh a hote. 


Mom said "rt^e mos+ im^ortah+ tV>ih0 was tkva-f we 
0e+ -rtv*+ -family picture. SKe said s\\t khew tk>e 
PERFECT s^ot oh -tk>e l)eacK; ahd as sooh as we 0o+ 
+0 -ri^e resort we were 0ohha Kead stra(0K+ tVvere. 
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I -^^000^+ wKole wos <* croa.y idert^ 
tecduse I Jiclh+see Kow we were eveh ^hhd ^e+ 
^st -ri^e •froh+ desk. Bu+ Pad Sdid Ke K^d d 
dhd Ke*d +ell us wK^^i i+ wds wKeh we ^o+ ■ri^ere. 

vie +ook -free sKu++le Wk +o resort^ 
dhd we wd+cKed •4>d+ Video d^dih. I redlized •4>e 
redsoh every+k>ih^ looked scFUNwdS i>ecduse -^y 
hever showed dhy dc+udFAr^LIES. 


ViKeh we ^30+ af-f i>us^ Pdd +old us Kis nds+er 

^Idh +0 shedk oh+o 4ve ^ro^riy. A^^d I ^o+td 
Sdy^ i+ wdsh*+ redlly -rt^d+ impressive. 
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Bui d Ac-hMiyWORKED. Ohce we ^crl ^s+ 
lV>e we weh+ +0 -rf^e ^ool area. “Tf^ere wdkSh'+ 
rthyohe swinriih^/ i)ecrtose iVvey were slill il-. 



vie {^uicky -foohci out wKere eVeryohELSEwas— 
Jowh At ti^e tertcK. But it was so crowded ho ohe 
looked like iV^ey were ^AVih^ Ah^UN. 











Mom wrth-ted +o -fdmly ^ic+ure; W sKe 

Jidh+wdh+ o^er ih sKo+. So we weh+ 

+0 -t^e sahd dohes^ wWe hoW^ else would l>e ih 
-tV»e Wk^rouhd. 


Bu+ +Ws wKere we rah ih+o Rodrick s ^rl-friehd. 



I to kihd oBAD to Rodrick, ESPECIALLY 


rttor Mom rtsked to ^irl +o ioke our ^ic-ture wi- 4 > 
Ker crtmerA. 
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XVn hot sure weVe i)e dtle +o use ■^\\t ^o+o 
rts our CKris+mdkS corci sihce Hon usuc»lly 

likes everyohe +o i)eSMILlNG ih -tf>ose. 



"rt^e -frtnily ^ic-hure w^s ou+ o^ ■rt^e way, 
we weh+ Wk Jowh +o -rf^e WcK. Rodrick was 
sulkih^/ i)u+ rest of us KaffUN. 
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vie worked rth rt^^e-H+e^ ahd we were re^dy 
+0 ed+. 'Tke ^rol^lem was, -rf^e security ^uord K^d 
+rtkeh our room keys wl^eh Ke kicked os ou+ o^ 
resort. So we cooldh+rtc+ortll^AY -for <»hy 4 >ih^. 


A •frtmly ih ohe of caiwhrts K^d some le-ftoVer 
^izzrt rthd fries. So we used w^ot we lertrv^d from 
-d^e tirds rthd Kel^d ourselves to some food. 



After -d>«»t; P<*d sttid we heeded to start Keadih^ 
Wk. Mom wahted to ^et a few more pictures at 
-tf>e sahd duhes i>efore we left; so we weht -d^ere. 
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Bu-l -1 we oor luck; i)ecdiuse we rah 

ih+o sorie OTHER ^eo^le we khew. 



“l^^e second -fAmAy saw us, rah of-f, ahd 
I khew -^ty were ^hha report us +o securi-iy. So 
we le-f+ scehe as ■fas+ as we could. 


X doh+khow wKere of my -family 

weh+; W X Keaded toward -ikyBEACl-l. X 
•f^ured "d^ere were so mahy ^^le "d^ere; X could 
jus+ i>lehd ih. But wKeh X sm a securi-ty ^uard 
ruhhih^ toward me, XPANICKED. 
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X rokh ih+o wd+er rthd swdn +o +Ke ared wKere 
-rt^e wihdsurfers were. I Kdd ho ided Kow -WSE 
ohe of -d^ose -d^'h^s^ W X *^^000^+ i+ wds my 
ohiy sKo+ d+ escd^ih^. 


X 00+ oh +fke todrd; "^keh gulled ■ifke Sdil 
0U+ of wd+er. Ahd dS Sooh dS •ifke Sdil WdS 

o^r0K+^ X s+dr+edMOViNG. 






X f«x;hd 00+ +^e wdy +o s+eer +Ke +^ih0 wdS ty 
^ollih0 oh +^e {>10 Kdhdie +^d+ rdh dcross ■^\\t Sdil. 
X fi0ored ds Ioh0 ds X wds KeddeAWAY -fron) 
4»e Udcl^, X wdS doih^K. 
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'Theh rt l>i^ ^os+ of wihd C(*o^K+ sail; dhd X 
Jidh + We ehoo^K s+reh^-rf^ +o s+eer i+ -rt^e way 
X wrth+ed i+ +0 X wdS rnoVih^AST rthd 

^ickih^ s^ed. 



\J^ rtWd; •ik^ere were some tuoys •4><»+ mtJirlced a 
ro^d-off rtreo of wo+er. X gulled WIc oh 
•tfie Krthdle wiHf> *11 my mj^W W X couidh + AVoid 
•4>e ro^. 


X -tf>ere mus+Ve i)eeh * fih oh ■^\\t t)o++om of 
-tf>e wihdsurfer^ t)ec*ose some+Wh^ ^o+ c*u^i\+ oh 
* ro^. Ai^d wKeh (+ di'd^ 'd^e wKole -ri^ih^ -h'l+ed 
over rthd s^ksW ih+o wa+er. 
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I HrieJ +0 s+dhj -rt\e sail Wk t)u+1+ 

WAS Karel +0 Jo i+ ih wa+er. 'TKeh 

sorie-tKih^ KrusKeJ ty r^^UEG^ AhJ XlT^OZE** 



'Two secohjs U-ter aFIN a^^arej^ AhJ -tKeh 
AhertKer^ AhJ AhortKer. I was com^le+ely 
sorroohjej^ AhJ X ■+Koo^K+ X was Ai>ou+ +o 
teconie luhcK for a school of sKarks. 



10 ^ 

















'ThrtVs wKeh X recJilizcd X was ih +H^LPl-llN 
ehclosure. I wos so ■ri^d+1 •forgot dll 
di)otr+ Kow X 30+ ‘tfvere. 





Bui wKeh d securHy i)od+ polled dloh^side me^ i+ 
troo^Kl- roe Wk +0 redlily. 



X ^dVe oh wih(isor-fih^ dhd swdn -for sKore. 

Bui lk>e i>edcK wds d lol le^HOWDEDlf^dh X 


rerTemWecl il- i)eih^ d -few mihules Wore. 
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X -foohd ou+Wl-IY wKeh X ^ H^ere. X d 
dccideh+rtlly crossed over +o -H^^a/ILD SIDE. 
A^^d ‘dvjse o^s di'dh+look +oo +o see a kid 
wi-lVi <» crtrierd oh -d^eir ^riv<»+e Wc^. 



WcM securi-iy ^oords were comih^ 0+ me -from every 
direc-tioh; ohd X Ki^K+^^iled i+ oirt o^ -t^ere. 11+ 


wash*+jos+ secorHy ^oArds wKo were o-f+er 

me^ -d^ou^K. X+ wrtS +K^UNBATl-IERS^ +00. 
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I s^rih-kj rtcross sahj ih+o ^ool AreA, 
wKic^ looked A lo+ like ohe oQURside^ ohiy 

-tkie ^ool K^d WATER ih i+. 



I Krtd A ^rtck of ^eo^le i>eKihd rie. So T 
junked over a s+ohe wc»ll ahd +ook cover ih a 
clus+er of tusl^es. 



VsIKeh T ^osKed "iEroo^K +o -tEe cf^tr side, X 
-^^000^+1 WAS h -ri^e clear. But -rf^eh I came 
smack a0aihs+ -rf^eWALL 
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^ere was rtWOLE ih -t^is of +Ke wdill; 

dhcl youi hever Relieve wKo wdis oh o4»er side 

of i+. 



X 30+ ry frtrnily s rt-Heh-Hoh dhd +old X 
heeded Kel^. 
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'Theh X ^1/+ ry -fih^ers Ih Kole +o iry +o ^ull 
-rt^e Wrd loose. Pad ^usKed ^rotn or^^er side^ 
rthd "rt^e waII Ac-hx*iy o^hed a cfAck. But 1+ WASh*+ 
1)10 ehou^K -for me +0 s<^ueeze; -dM^ou^K* 

X could KeAr +Ke securHy 0UArds oh +Keir WAlkie- 
+Alkies oh +Ke a4>er side of -d^e i)usKeS; 

Ahd X khew i+ WAS jus+ a mA+ter c^CONDS 
Wore -d)ey -foohd me. 




So X ■tried climtih^P -d^e waII^ 1 )u+ X couldh+ 
0e+ A -foo^V^old. Xheh X saw RodricklslEAD^o^ 
over -d^e +0^. He reAcKed ou+ Kis ^Ahd; Ahd X 
Jumped "to 0 rAl) i+. He s+Ahted ‘b KauI me Ahd 

X ■d>ou0K+ X mi^K't AC+uAiy mAke i+. 


But "d^eh A seVeh-le00edSPlDERcrAwled out of 
Rodrick s l>A-d)roi)e Ahd dowh my Afm, Ahd X lost 
my^ri^. 
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ViKeh X ^roohd^ X X wds dohe 

•for. Bo+ -rt^eh -rf^e sec-Hoh of -rf^e wall I was 
+ ryih^ +0 ^e+ over came crrtsKih^XDWN. X 
WAS lucky I didh+^et crushed i>y "d^e s+An^ede 
^ourih^ ih -from -d^e Hild Side. 








Vsle +oolc of aII coh-fosioh dhd ntitie 

our Vf(ky +0 exi+. 11>ere was a securHy s+a-Hoh 
rt+ -rt^e Stde of resort^ ahj ohiy reasoh we 
were ai>le +o slt^ ^s+ guards was i>ecause of all 
• 4 »e crazihess ^oih^ oh over a+ Vlild Side ^ool. 


/ - . \ 



Ohce we were off -H^e ^ro^rHy^ we dowh a 

cat) ahd asked ■rt\e driver +o +ake us +o airport. 


vie i>i+ some +urt)ulehce oh -^10^+ Wk, W 
a-f-ter eVery 4 )ih^ELSEwe d t>eeh -rt\roo^K^ a 
li+tle rou^K air didh+eveh -faze me. 
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Sohdrty 

1+s i>eeh (X -few ddiys sihce we mde i+ Wk Kome^ 
dhd Horn s already workih^ oh ^Ko+o altum. A^^d 
•from -rt^e ^ic+i»res^ yoo*d "tVvihk we K«*d <* ^r'eaf +(me. 

Bert ahy cKahce of os ever ^oih^ACK-to tkye 
resort is completely ^he. X weht- oh tV>e wetsite 
+0 sKow Rowley wKere I speht- my Christmas 
vacatioh; ahd tk>ere was a pic+ore of my -family 
oh tk>e Kome pd^e. 


X couidh + read tk>e words tk»«+ weh+ witk» i+/ i)ot 
X'm pretty sore X ^ot tf»e ^eheral idea. 
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